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Neglect of this moſt Sacred Dury : 


I N 


Which i Is occaſionally ſhewed how eaſy It is, ' 
and how advantagious it would be for us to joynuna- | 
nimouſly together inthe Worſhip of God, and be all / 

_ of the ſame and the true Religion, 


Whereunto 1s added, 


fn Exhortation to People to make ready for therr 
Fourtley ta Oy. SE | 


th 


By WILLIAM T ATSON, M. A, of 
St.  eMary-Hall in Oxford. 
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23015 ſtrange” there ſhould be an i 
= Occaſion of any One's complain- 4 
q "  ingofa Negle& of Prazer amongſt 
z heteditary and adult Prafeſlors of (hriſtia- 
| i, as the People of this Nation are; and 
# yet 'twill be too-evident that there is, if we 
Z make but a little TnſpeQion into their irre- 
Z ouvlar and impious Lives : For it's impofh- 
|. ble there ſhould'be that frequent and earneſt 
E Praying that there ought to be, when peo- 
y ple abound ſo much with Viceand Impiety, 
that like'the Workers of Iniquity, the Pro- 
* phet David complains of, They frame miſchief 
| as it were by a law, Pal. 94. 20. When the 
y things of this preſen 
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"re preferred to thofe-of that certain and”. 
ternal which is to'come3-and Men-ehoſe : 


rather to live by Senſe than by Faith, and:: 
are Pleafers of themſelves more than of | 
God, and will do whatſoeyer their finful « 
Luſts and vain Fancies lead them to, altho'.” 
their very Conſciences ſuggeſt and declare-' 
to them, that. 'tis againſt the Will and Plea-- 
ſurejof the Almighty, and that he ſeverely+ 
forbids it, and. will loſt their Intereſt in? 


Chriſt, rather than here upon Earth: Sojj 
that we may :juſtly ſay with the holy Apo-» 


hazard their own, but many others Live*: 


?twas intended only as a Politick Introdui;* 


. 
L 


ftle, AJ ſeek their own, nof the things which 
are Jeſus Chriſt's, 


Phil.2,21. Many Men in-. 
deed will pretend a great deal of Zeal and? 
earneſtneſs for: Chriſt's Cauſe, and not-only;: 


tion to their Secular Advantage and Ter." 


- of Policy to make that an Opportunity ol 
-procuring Honour and Grandeur to out? 
ſelves, which God gives us to promote hits” 
.Glory, and the good of his Servants. One 


reſtrial Exaltation. But 'tis the worlt ſorts 
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7 Concerning Prayer. 3 


0 ; would think indeed that Men that pretend 
' ſo highly to Chriftzazity, ſhould not erre 
' fo far from the Rule Chriſt has given them 
þ to walk by 3 and yet fo far are they gone 
* from it, that if it was to be tryed by their 
| Pratices whether they know God aright 
- orno, 'twould appear that many. of them 
- donot; for if they did, they muſt keep his 
rd rocnky I John 2.3, 4. And berelg 
Y do we know that we know him, if we keep his 
i Conmunilments, He that ſays, T know him, 
* and heeps not his Commandments, is a Lyar, 
: and the FT ruth i5-n0t in him. And her? it 
- is, fromthe want ofa true Knowledge and 
® Senſe of God and his Tranſcendent Excel- 
|;> lency ,that they can better, and with more 
+ Patience bear a Diſhonour and Indigaity 
2 offer'd to him, than an Injury done to 
; themſelves ; that they can hear a vile Mor- 
* tal ſtorm the Throne of the Immortal God 
> with direful Execrations, and never repre- 
# hend him for itz and this, I ſuppoſe, they 
# the rather omit, " becauſe they ould wile 
it” lingly be tolerated in fo creditable a Vice 
7 themfelves : Neither do they only omit re- 
162 proving of Wickednefs, but which is much 
- B 2 worſe; 
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4A A Treatiſe | 
worſe, many of them delight in promoting * 

of it; for if they can but chance to ſee one. 
of the ignorant Multitude tempted, by his* 
ſinful Appetite, to an exceſſive Infuſion of 
thoſe preternatural Liquors, which will. 
take away the Uſe of his Reaſon, and wake. 
him do ſuch bale and ſordid Things, as are- 
very ill-becoming a Rational Creature, - 
they'll be fo far from diſſwading. of him. ; 
from it, by ſhewing him the Evil of it, that © 
they'll Encourage him, perhaps force bijm-. 

toit, that they may Divert themſelves with. 

his Irrational Geſtures; nay, ſetting aſide * 

the Grand Impoſitions ſuch a perſon is li- 

able to, they would be glad themſelves 

to be Guilty of ſo honourable a. Crime, 
And do fuch as theſe now, think ye, aQ@-- 
as if they really believed they mult ere- 
long be called to give an Account of cheiy” 
Tranſactions here, and receive Puniſhment: ; 
commenſurate to their Sins? If they. did, 
they would turn the courſe of their Lives; 
and after a ſerious asking of Pardon for 
their former Violations of God's holy. Pre 
cepts, betake themſelves to a ſtrit Obſer. | 
vance of them, for the remaining part ol 
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o Concerning Frayer. j 5 
' their Time, that they might lay up Treas. 
fare in Heaven, and make an Eſcape from 
. the Wrath tocome. If a Man ſhould look 

into the Converſations of the Chriſtians of 

old, and thoſe that now are, he would 
- find little or no Reſemblance; for they 
; were frequent and earneſt in the. Worſhip 
- of God, and made it their chief Buſineſs; 
-  atall Times, and in all Places, to propa- 
gate Holineſs: but now Men imprudently 
make it their Buſineſs to propagate Wick- 
' edneſs. For what is their common Talk 
when they afſemble together, but of their 
Delights and Pleaſures and worldly En- 
joyments? And what is the unhappy Con- 
{ſequence of it, but this, The communica- 
L . ting of' their Wickednels to others, and en- 
- creaſing of it in themſelves, and becoming 
Agents for Hell, by caſting themſelves in- 
to the Snares of the Devil, and pulling 
others in after them ? How many Hours 
- nay, T think T may ſay Days, may one 
' fpend with ſome perſons, before he ſhall 
hear them, of their own accord, begin a 
_ derious Diſcourſe of God and Goodneſs, 
: and how uneaſie they-are whien pur upan 
CHE ----- BY3 It, 
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it, and ready to take all Occaſions of fal.' 
ling off to other Subjedts ? Surely the: _— £: 


has gotten a great Sway over. the Minds 


i 


and Underſtandings of moſt Men, otherwiſe: 
they could not be fo remiſs and careleſs in! 
thoſe Things that coricern their Eternal... 
Happineſs 3 He, may now take his Eaſe, . 
thoſe that he keeps upon Earth in conſtane/; 
Pay, and Men's evil Inclinations hurry them 
into Wickedneſs with more than an-: 
ordinary Swiftineſs : For they are ſo taken. 
with the Pleaſures of Sin, that ?tis the moſt . 
difficult Thing in Nature to lay a ReſtriQti- | 
on upon them and yet, becauſe they can. 
now and then offer up a tew dull and Prong, 
mal Prayers to God, they fancy themſelves. 
a Praying and Obedient People 3 but that /; 
their weak Prayers and cold Devotion: . 
ſerve for little elſe, but to keep their Con- ' 
ſciences quiet, and afford them ſome ſeem- 
Tong Eaſe under their Sins, is more manifeſt 
thari probably they are aware of, from the” 
general Decay of Religion amongſt them, | 
What 'greater Argument can there be 
of the Neg & of this Duty, than the De" 


Clination of that which is the neceflary Re- 
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Concerning Prayer. ” 
& Gilt of it? ?Tis altogether needleſs to ſpend. 
= time to prove that theres a Decay. of Re. 
* gion, the Practices of People da too fully: 
' - and too frequently give us ungueſUonable, 
| | Evidence of it. The vicious Actions of tog 
\.*. many declare, thaa they have like the im- 
. = pious Iſraelites, Sold themſelues to do evil in 
i the ſight of the Lord to provoke him to anger, 
|; 2 Kings 17. 17. As if the Infernal Fiends 

-: were ſet at liberty to reproach. the Almigh- 
1” ty, to pollute his moſt Sacred Name, and to 
 . defame the Splendent Throne of his Omni- 
- potencezand have paſled an Act of Oblivion 
| upon God, as to their Worſhipping of him, 
- - tho? not asto theirabuſing of him, and are, 
8. as their own Words declare, Reſolved ne- 
ti ver to make Heaven the Subje& of their 
: 


: Meditation to perſwade, or Hell to affright 

them out of their ſeemingly pleaſant Sins 
- -any more: Nay, I doubt many of thoſe 
t+ that contend ſo hotly for Religion in Pub- 
2”. lick,uſe but little of it in their private Pra- 
| ices: if they did, there could not be fa 
+ + much Deceit and Unfaithfulneſs in the Ge- 
. nerality: of Mankind.as now there Is, which 
-. Every inconſiſtent. with, or as L may truly 
=. Rs 7 | lay, 


*s, direQly oppoſite to the Profeſfion off 


 plary to others 1n their pious Converſas 


V3 
& | 
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A Treatiſe 


true Chriſtianity. The Apoſtle St. Paul com? 
plained, that 1n his Time ſome Men had) 
not the Kw#owledge of God, 1 Cor. 15. 34: 
But we may not only complain of manyi 
Men's not having the Knowledge of God) 
but alſo of their great Unwillingneſs ta 
have itz So that we may juſtly fear they 
delign to make wilful Ignorance a Plea fots 
their Negle&s: Others, altho* they make 
ſome Shew of Religion, yet they cannot 
properly be faid to be truly and fincerely 
Religious 3 becauſe they make uſe of 7 
for Oſtentation and Boaſting,and upbraids 
ing of others that are not exaRtly of their! 
| arg Opinions, and not for the re- 
orming of their Lives, and beirig Exem: 


tions, and frame odd Notions about its; Y 
and are ſo over-\way'd with empty Specu- 
lations, that they place no ſmall part of it] 
in Mimical Geſtures and Traditional Ob 
ſervations, and are ſo-far from performi 7h 
thoſe Holy Duties aright, which Chriltf 
has enjoyned them, that one may reaſona*; 
"y think, they do ow though with no} 


ſonal 


bi ws Me 
# Concerning Prayer. 0 
Wall Reproach to the Wiſdom of their 


reator, that *tis above the reach of Hu- 

ine Nature to have Reſped to all God?s 
TKommandments, to live the Life, as well 
"4 ſpeak the Language of a Chriſtian, and 
Se holy both in their Words and Adions, 
A cligion is taken up by many no other- 
'A&iſe; than as It 18 a proper Artifice to car- 
&gfy on their Ambitious Deligns, and” acquire 
e&Femporary and Fleſh-pleafing Ends, and 
Fcl{-ſatisfying Things. *Tis ſaid, Ger. 4. 26. 
hat in the Days of Exoſb, Mer: began to 
tteP upor: the Name of the Lord, Whence 
ye may learn, that then Religion began 
to grow more clear and conſpicuous than 
#S$efore : But now we may ſay, to our own 
Shame and Diſgrace, that it begins to grow 
More and more tenebrious and inconſpi- 
ous ; for, for ought I can find, moſt Men 
y Place that little Religion that they have, or 
It,at leaſt ſeem to have in Proſperity, the 
>-2Which, if Adverſity ſhould come, would 
apqueſtionle(s ſoon be loſt. The certainty of 
(Bhis needs no other Confirmation , than 
Men s Averſeneſs to Holy Exerciſes.  - 
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There are many that are fo mightily. 
verſe to Communion with the Lg 
that they had rather. be Sacrificing to 
Devil jn one of thoſe Houſes that ftand 
the dangerous Road that leads te Deſtny 
Qion, than Sacrificing to the God of Hey 
ven in a Place Dedicated to his Servici 
So that, altho' they naw and then lend * 
careleſs Ear to holy Diſcourſes, to avoi 
the Scandal of Nor accounted Lrreligio\ 


_ and Atheiſtical: yet they reap no Benef 


from them 3 (perhaps the ſmooth and ple 
ſing Voice or quaint Eloquence of the Spell 
ker, may move their natural AfﬀeCions, 4 
another ſolemn Diſcourſe pathetically del 
ver d might, but it has no Influence upp 
their Hearts and Spirits,) for as ſoon, d 
they are ended, they']] commonly fall 1ntf 
ſuch vile and prophane Talk, as even. 
Barbarian would abhor when he comd! 
from the Worſhip of his imaginary God? 
Neither is that all, HP - cannot forbear t( 
ſpend the remaining part of the Day itf 
thoſe vain Delights and finful Pleaſure| 
which end in- Everlaſting Miſery. Anft 
many of the great Profeſſors themſelvel 
mow 


Concerning Prayer. 11 
&ve ſo leiſurely, and with ſuch a great 
willingneſs to go forward in a Courſe 
Holineſs, and are not only much readier 
chooſe, but do oftner chooſe the Evil 
Wn the Good ; that we may ſay of them, 
Ml the Apoſile faid of the Cretzans, Tit. 1.16. 
ey profeſs that they know God, but in works 
j deny hin, being abomtinable and diſobe- 
ent, and unto every good Vi ork. reprobate, 
Nxme, Void of Judgment.) The Wor-- 
ipof God. is become unpleaſant to them, 
2t only the Diverſions of a Theatre, and 
Mher Carnal Pleaſures, but the moſt diffi- 
|t and painful Service of their Places and 
Smoployments ſeems eaſier to them,than the 
S&rvice of God. This Diſtemper, I am ſure, 
3o* very deſtructive, 1s common, and many . 
Af you know it Experimentally to be true, 
{& at lea(t muſt of Necefhity both know and * 
;Yod it to beſo; if you look 1nto your Pra- 
jWices, and take Notice how vigorous and 
Active you have been, and ſtill are ſome cf 
ou in your Temporal Concerns, and how 
{FFemils and careleſs you have always been, 
nd (ti]] are, in-your Spiritual Ones: Dort't 
ou ſpend more Hours, ſome of you, in the 


: 


R- Buſt j 


your frail Bodies, than you do Minutgy 


- of this corruptible World , than oth 


Return, if it were ſpent in Prayer, orc 


 ſach Noble and Excellent Gifts, as Reaſ 


_ ever-bleſſed Feſas has pour'd forth his Tri 
| ſcendently Precious Blood , and ſent « 


tor your Uſe and Enjoyment; _) for.this# 


> 
Buſineſs of the World, and the Carehy 
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the Service of God, and endeavouring 
ter the Eternal Safety of your unvalu; 
Souls? Conſider whether that Time t 
is trifled away in finful Recreations, 
vain and impertinent Diſcourſes, and 
moderate thinking and endeavouring 
to gain a larger Portion of the mean Thi 


would not bring you in a. more profita 


other Holy Exerciſe. Can you be ſo [ry 
tional as to fancy that God has given yl 


Underſtanding, and Judgment; or thar 4 


Holy Spirit to Comfort and. Affiſt you (i 
wards the Performance of ſuch rofidel-i 
Adtions as theſe! Did God make you } 
the Glorious Image of himſelf, and fred 
give you Dominion over the lower Wort 
{ which He (till preſerves by: the contiow 
and inceſſant Revolution: of the Heavel 
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k Concerning. Prayer. 13 

; negleQted, and ſet leſs by than thoſe cor: 
:tible Things that periſh in the Ufing 3. 
ie a Trouble to ſee how unapt Men are 
Praiſe the Lord for thoſe manifo)d Mer- 
« and wonderful! Deliverances He has 
en gracioully pleaſed to Signalize unto 
em : How can they .be ſo ungratefy], 
ben they continually. feel the comfortable 
fluence of God's Mercies, as not to ac- 
nowledge them ina more frequent and ful- 
r Degree of- Praiſe and Thankſgiving ? 
Wut 'tis not much to be admired indeed 
Wat Men forget ordinary. Mercies; for how 
rely do the ſerious Thoughts of our Mi- 
F&culous Creation, and Glorious Redempti- 
$2 from the foaming Jaws of the devour- 
Deg Lion, Always ſeeking whom he may de- 
W707, carry us to a fincere Thankſgiving? 
if might well be deemed a. Prodigy, for its 
{Frcat Rarity, to hear any one in all Humi- 
Wy, thank God for his good Providence, 
Fiat he had not his Being in-thoſe dark and 
Dbſcure Parts of the World, that are over- 
;Jeread with an Immenſe Cloud of Igna- 
*F2nce and [dolatry; but in a Fruitful and 
# icaſant Land, which the Glorious Sun of 
| the 


— _ 
1 
, 15 
- | y- 
> 
LO - *) 


_ they are Gracionſly Delivered from thel 


ant faintly put farth that vulgar Expre 


the Love and Favour of the 'Almig 


"a A Treatiſe * 
the Goſpel does Blek with its contiriual 
coinkiieidhle Rays. Perhaps ſome peoplt 


ry and Malice of a powerful Enemy! 
anEpidemical and Mo tal Diſeaſe, that 
ſent many of thoſe among whom they 
ved into the other World, they may col 


on, The Lord be praiſed, and thereis all, 
that is vainly accounted by them: a ſal 
ent Acknowledgment of his Sparing 
cy towards them. . If Men would but: 
terſperſe amongſt their Prayers ſonie | 
chariſtical Sentences and Expreſiions' 
Thankfulneſs, and oat of a ſweet and \ 
ling Diſj poſition to' Praiſe God, ſay w 
the holy Plalmift, PGl. 103.1. Blef the Li 
O my Sul! ard all that is within me oN 
bis hol Name. If the Heart did; joyn w vi 
the Towgue, they would certainly procli 


For a free and cheerful Elevation of 
Soul to God in Praiſe, is the moſt acceptalf 
Service that can be made to Him, as beif 
that by which the moſt Excellent Majeſl 
of Heavens Glorified 3 Whoſo offers PraifÞ 


glorift 


» Concerning Prayer. 5 
rifies me, ſays God by the Prophet Da- 
d, Pſal. 50.21. Insa ſhame, that when 
xe very Mabometans, how urgent ſoever 
\eir Bulinels is, can lay it aſide-ſeven times 
a Day to Pray, and declare that they 
1d by Experience that Prayer hingers no 
Jan ; thet we, that-call our ſelves Chriſtz- 
5, ſhould neglett it for every Trifle, and 
glad if we can have an Opportunity- of 
mitting of it. What a'Grief it ſhould be 
» conſider how far we come ſhort ofthoſe 
Wious and Devout Men, that lived in the 
' irſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 1n the Exereiſe 
Sf this moſt Holy Duty, whoſe Inclinations 
Godlinefs were fo ſtrong, that beſides 
heir private Ejaculations, which feem. to 
ave been almoſt without Number, they 
ade their Publick Prazers-and Swpplicatz- 


$8725 Six times every Day, as Ecclefiaſticalt 


a8iftorians declare. I wonder why' Men 
Should take no more Delight in this Sublime 
nd Heavenly Employment : What is here 

anting that is neceſſary towards the Ex- 
itement of it? I ſhould think if there were 
ny Inclination in them to thoſe Things in 
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th aich true Delight is only to be found, the 
| In. 
ft 
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ing, and Converſing with the Holy $ 
ture, Dimneſs of Sight, Stupidity of M 
and an Inability to do thoſe Things 


Effects > 
. get one agairiſt Hell and ' Damnation, 


ſubtilly, and with as great facility, as 


 *twere ſomewhat, but ſurely that can 
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Intuition of ſuch a bleſſed Object as 
Prazer would raiſe it, and that we 
not have ſuch frivolous Excuſes and! 
lays, as are now-a-days made, to paſs q 
and neglett our Duties to God. There 
by many indeed, that we may judge 
under a ſtrong Deluſion, great [ndiſpt 
ons pretended to ariſe from Praying, | 


conduceto the well-beitg of the Body: 
when has the exceſſive Reading of Ob 
Plays and idle Romances theſe danger 


| If thoſe Perſons, that have gotten | 
Antidotes againſt Holy Exerciſes, could 


keep off the Infernal Puniſhment duefi 
the Negle@ of their Duties hereafter, 


can put them out of their Thoughts 


be; wherefore I ſuppoſe the Argume 
that 1 come now to draw from the Pol 
and Eflicacy of this Duty of Prayer, toiÞ 


i 
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dou up to a more careful performance of 
Wc, may not be impertinent. 

'Tis that Sacred Key that opens the 
ates of Heaven, and fetches down Mer- 
:-5 in abundance out of the Almighty's 
verlaſting Treaſury. By the ſtrength of - 
Elias cauſed the natural Clouds both to © 
ive forth and to with-hold their Influ- 
1ce. For when he prayed, that it might 
ot rain, it rained not on the Earth by the 
,ace of three Years and fix Months: and 
zhen he prayed tor rain, the Heaven im- 
Wncdiately gave it, and the Earth brought 
m1orth her Fruit, Fam. 5. 17, 18. And was 
*& not by Prayer, that Heze4i4b had fifteen 
W cars added unto his Days? See [/a. 38. 5. 1 
Bod has ſubjected the Works of his inft- 4 
Wite Power to the Prayers of the Righ- | 
TOUS, 
7 Tis this alone can ſecure you from thoſe. 
{great and dangerous Temptations, that this 
7Icked World with its alluring Objects will 
1 apt to entice you into : For God is with 
g ou, whil {t you are with him, as you may 
cad, 2 Chroz, 15. 2. That is, whil'ſt you 
Pre with him 'in Prayer, he will be with 
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- you in his preſerving Power : And thi 
that are in his Preſence, and ander | 
moſt gracious ProteQion, are farabovetÞ 
ſtrength of the Temptations , that th | 
perſons that negle& this Duty are ſubj 
to; for they ſeeing how much heavay 
Objedts tranſcend earthly Ones, and hy 
much the Soul is more capable of Deliff 
in thoſe Objedts, than the groſs and duly 
Senſes are in theirs, find that the Plealys - 
ariſing from this Angelical Duty does}, L, 
excel all the Senſitive Delights in ts 
whole Univerſe. And how exceeding hg 
ful 1t 1s towards the bringing a Man tos 
Knowledge. of his Sins, without which 
ts impoſſible for him to ſeek aright aficr 
Forgivenel of them, its Confefional P 
will ſufficiently declare : For that brag 
to our remembrance all our Evil Thougt# 
. and Idle and Impertinent Diſceurſes, 
Sinful Aﬀtions. Here all our Envy þ 
Malice, and Secret Wiſhings of Evil 
thoſe that are not of our Impious T 
pers, and will not bear a Part with us,1 
at leaſt Connive at us, in .the Worki/ 
kniquity 3 but out of a pure oy | 
ls 
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Out of the Damning Paths of Wickedneſs 
I” into the Saving Ways of Righteouſneſs, re- 
prove us for it, will be laid open, toge- 
" Ja with their moſt agoravating Circum- 
ſtances, before us. All our Prophane Oaths 
Sand Horrid Blaſphemies, :all the Drunken- 
®nels, Adultery, Theft and Lies, that we 
[; ave, to the Diſhonour and Diſpleaſure of 
-C mniſcience, and the Shame and Scandal 
"of Chriſtianity , been ſo often guilty of, 
*will be manifeſt unto us; and. there can- 
yi zot be ſuch a Manifeſtation and Difcove- 
Ob y of our Wickedneſs, and the perilous 
k Condition that we are brought into by it, 
pur it will ſtir up and affright us, both to 
Ca the Conſideration and the Performance of 
YFhole Things that are neceſſary'to be done 
&: towards our Recovery out of this Miſe- 
{Fable State. And the Ne gle& of this Part 
«1h pf Prayer, the Confelline of our Sins to 
5 \lmighty God, [ take to *_ a great Rea- 
*% wv. why Men run on ſo carlelly in a 
” ourſe of Wickedneſs : For *tis impoſlible, 
Put that Perſoa; that daily contelles his 
s, and throughly conſiders the grievous 
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&T orments of that Horrible Place they leah 
to, muſt forthwith forſake them. Wh 
can a Man, (that is convinced -in his Cor 
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forth of it,” be -laid hold on by its everlaſ. 
ingly raging Flames) continue his Pro 1 
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ſcience, the holy Scripture bearing Wit 
neſs, that he is ſwiftly travelling in th# 
Way that leads to Hell,and that he muſt ig 
aſhort Time; unleſs he returns and cons 


grels > Will henot with Contrition rathy*# 
fay, I ſee, if 1 proceed, I am ruined fq'4 
ever ;; and therefore I']l tmmediatel rug; 
my Courſe, and henceforth walk in th:-! 
pleaſant and delightſom Paths of Rig»! 
teouſneſs, where at the End of my Joy®' 


. ney, God's holy, Word affures me, I (h# 


Me find Eternal Reſt unto my Soul: 
Rev.14-13- Snrely he will. And fo Prayt 


wy 
If rightly performed, is the mo* 
likely Thing to root out Sin and Wicks” 
nefs, and ſet up Righteouſneſs and'tn- 
Holineſs amongſt us. By the diligent al 
careful Performance of this Duty, you mi 
not only prevent the Inflition of thi? 
Evils and Calamities, that through yo" 
groſs Impiety and intplerable Prophit” 
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Concerning Prayer. 21 
wneſs, you have daily provoked God to in- 
i& upon you, 'but alſo free 'your ſelves 
om them, when they are, through your 
ſhameful Negligence befalnyouz you have 
**he Promiſe of the Almighty for it, P21. 
Xo. 15. Call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 
£1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt Glorifie me. 
Twill give a Man a Foretaſt of thoſe ever- 
Jaſting Pleaſures, that ſhall be enjoyed by 
all thoſe that Love God, and'Reveretice 
his holy Name, in the Celeſtial'Kingdom ; Is 
F or Praiſe and Thankſgiving, which is the 
{.. principal Part of Prayer, 1s no ſmall In- 
Lpredient in our Happineſs in the Kingdom, 
Of Heaven, _ Gs 


s Hoping ' you'll be ſufficiently, encoura- 
ged from what has been ſaid concerning 
,- the Strength and Efficacy of this Duty, to 
2 more $tri and Zealous Performance of 
..It, I (hall now give a few Directions a- 
+ bout the Performance of it, rhat it may 
q be efteCtual to the obtaining of that which 
2 1s deſired 11 ir. 
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x. Let not your Prayers be reſtrain 


to your own private Neceflitiesz but 


them reach the Neceſlities of others all 
even your very Enemies themſelves 3 þ 
you are expreſly commanded thereun 
by Chriſt, Math. 5. 44. Love your Ex 
mmies, Bleſs theme that Curſe you, do: Good 
them that Hate. you, and. Pray for the 
which deſpiteſully uſe you, and Perſecute yg 
And then.;how Unchriſtian-like are thoj 
that will load a Man with Curſes and Rgi8# 
Yraaches, becauſe he a&s contrary to theſ® 
Plea ure and Good-liking, - and reſolve, yy# 
Defiance both of Chrift and his Command 
to be revenged on him. What! they Pra 

for their Enemies 2 No, 'tis beneath Me 

of their Heighth of Spirit. Does God fay 
Vengeance 4s: his, and he will repay it] 
They can't have: Patience to wait Gad 
Leiſure for the repaying of it; but they 
rob him of his Property, and, notwathg 
{tandirg_ his requiring of them to forbeatx 
upon Pain of his Diſpleaſure, and the 
utter Ruin, they will repay it preſently 
themſelves. But let theſe bold and darin 
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{ Concerning Prayer. by - 
MSopoſers of God, that make ſo light of 

eaking bis holy Precepts, conſider, that 

ho? they vainly think that they a& ho- 

,urgbly and reputably, yet they are all 
is while increaſing their Guilt, and in- 
rring the terrible Anger of the moſt juſt 
2d 5 Who will render unto then that are 
utentiozs , and do not obey the Irnth, 
obey Onrighteonſneſs Indignation and 
rath, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon eve-” 


Soul of Maz that does Evil, Rom. 2. 6, 


i LE 
As 2. Take care that your Minds be well 
Wmopoſed and free frqm all extravagant and 
Mecerrupting Thoughts : For God 1s a Spi- 
, and he muſt, nay, he will be Wor- 
Wipped in Spirit, and in Trutb, Joh. 4. 24. 
1d therefore unleſs all the Faculties and. 
dwers of your Spirits are, exerciſed in 
pur Prayers, they are made to little orno 
grpoſe: For where the Spirit (by which 
$u may underſtand the Mind and Aﬀe- 
W1'0ns) 15 wanting, 'tis but a Labial, a Lip- 
Fxerciſe, and altogether hypoeritical, and 
Wurely to acquire the Name of a devout 
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_ ternal Appearance, may 


In reality he 1:3 and fo, as to them, he my 


. Searcher,and Knower of all Hearts, coth 


_ Spirits may be ſtirred up and awaken'd 


godly perſon among Men, who being all 
to judge of his —_— only by his « 

edeceived by 
high Preteniions to Piety and Devotig 
and think him more pious and devour, thi 


have his Aim and Deſire, and paſs for 
upright Man, and one that fears God, at 
gives Obedience to his Commands. B 
when God, the only Kapdtoyvwsns , tt | 


and takes cognizance of him , he'll-ſoof 
diſcover. the Hypocriſie of his Heart, an 
his Infincerity in, his Worſhip, and gl 
him the Hypocrite's Reward, which ist 
be everlaſtingly miſerable , Matth. 24. 5 
And'now, that the Edge of your Praye 
thay not. be taken off, and your Reque 
fruſtrated ,, by permitting the diſturbit 
Thoughts of Terreſtrial Things to run 
your Minds : Set the Almighty and 
Glorious Kingdom before your eyes; ex 
all your Strength in ſeeking after God 
lift up a mournful Voice unto him, a 
cry lo loud, that your very :earts al 
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ſtrive vigorouſly and earneftly with 
Omnipotentz for a weak and cold Re- 
& will never obtain from him, he loves 
vely Supplicant 5 and ſeeing of your 
5 you: are not able to think a Good 
zught, mubh leſs do any Good Thing, 
Wea: God that he would beſtow his af- 
1g Grace upon you to enable you to 
W doing of it; and take care that you 
WF not cauſe him to withdraw 1t again 
Wh you, by being negligent in the Uſe 
Wie. ONE 
{1 j | 
We. You muſt caſt Sin out of your Hearts; 
while you ſuffer it to lodge there, all 
Mr Prayers are but Vanity : And ſurely 
l{ w:l/ not hear Vanity, neither will the 
7c ty regard it, Job 35.13. And hence 
if- a Reaſon why your Prayers are ſo 
1Wom heard, and the Things you ask for 
We arcl; befrowed upon you : Tis becauſe 
er Sins obſtruct the Paſſage betwixt God 
W you, and winder your Prayers from 
Ending up to him: For whilſt Iniquity 
a ps its Reſidence 13 an, one's Heart, let 
but Pray as often, and with as much Zeal 
t | and 
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and Fervour as he will, either for hi 
or others, he had as oood be Ae 
God will not hear him, as the Prc 
David ſays, Pſal. 66. 18. If I regard 
quity in my Heart, the Lord will map | 
21, Has Sin bitherto reigged in : 
Hearts? Tf it has, all the Prayers youl 
hitherto made are. utterly loſt. Da 
turn it forth, and then keep it fram & 
Ing into them again, and let Chriſt þ 
the Government of them, and Reign 
them, and there is not the leaſt Pry 
that you (hall make to God 1n his Name 
_ the | ng but it ſball be heard, and) 
ſhall reap the Benefit of. it, both in| 
World and that which is to come. | 
will not all this encourage you to let 
Sin, and lay hold on Chriſt ? If it 
' not, 'tis tao evident, you prefer Sin, Þ 
ſuffering it: to poſſeſs your principal Bf 
before Chriſt. But has Sin done, or( 
it do what Chriſt has done and can do | 
you? 'Tis probable it has and may f 
Inttle loager gratifie your corrupt Fle 
but what will be the (ad Effect of 0 
ſeemingly pleaſant Gratification, that } 
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Concernmg Prayer. 27 
& much taken with 2 Nothing leſs than 
tter Deſtruction both of your Souls 
Podies for ever. Chriſt has been. 
ded for 'your Tranſgrefſions , and 
1 for your Iviquities, and to ſhew 
reatneſs of his Loye towards you, 
d the moſt ignominious Death for 
and will make you, if you will obey 
>mmands, and live Righteouſly, bap- 
th Soul and Body to al] Eternity. 
ow which is like to prove the beſt 
r, $10 with Flcſh-plealing and ever- 
> Damnation, or Chriſt with Fleſh- 
ng and eternal Salvation? Chriſt cer- 
, youll ſlay. Then let Chriſt have 
Wominion over you, and be diligent 
aithful Servants unto him, and aſſure 
ſelves, your Reward from him ſhall 
I above your Deferts, be your Ser- 
2s great as it will. For 1f we could 
WW every Moment cf our Time in his 
e, twould be nothing in compari- 
$0 what he has done for us, or ſuffi- 
& of it (elf alone to merit the Joys of 
Wen for one Minute. But if we confi- 
 iat a great Portion of our Time we 
a waſte 
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waſte away in the Devil's Service, ai I 
much apter and readier we are tg 
gain(t Chriſt, than for him: And' 
many bad AQtions were put inta ( 
lance againſt our' few Good Onaff 
would ſoon fink us, without the In 
fition of God's great Mercy, and 
preventing Merit, intoeverſkſting By 
1 ſpeak this, not only as a perſwaſiq 
more diligent Prattice of this Duty 
now treating of; which would bei 
Introduction to the Pradtice of othe 
ſtian Duties; but alfo to convine 
perſons of their Error, that'ſet tod 
by their own Performances, and ta 
by the Merits of Chriſt, as if they « 
ed more upon them for their Sal 
than upon theſe z whereas they ough 
the contrary to ſet muck by Chrilt 
rits, and little by their own Perforg 

Take this as the Reſult of all, That tl 
a Neceſlity of Performances of 0 
altho? hs do not fave us, ſceing i 
the Condition up9n which lone | 
Saving Merits (ball be applied to Us; 
be content, as 1s moſt due, after dl 


Concerning Prayer. 29 


WR Yours and carneſt Strivings forit, to 


J 


\riſt have the Pre-eminence 1n the 
Irement of your Immortal Happineſs: 
) return to our Directions, 
In ; lYou muſt uſe ſuch an wit] and re- 
M$: Deportment of Body, as may beſt 
ſt the internal Zeal and Earneſtneſs 

ur Souls, and give him ſome Honour 

JW it alſo: For as he abhors the Service 
'WHhe Tongue and Knee, without the 
At, as a meer Diflimulation ; z fo he 
$ the Service of the Heart, without 
reverenitial Humiliation of the Body, 
nplicit Contempt of him; He muſt 

> both in his berviee as appears from 
Command of the A voltle, I Cor. 6. 20. 
Wefore glorifie God in your Body, and in 

us Spirit, which are Gods, And this 1s 
Dur Reaſonable Service, ſeeing we are 
hg to him, for the Creation, Redemp- 

| and Preſervation of them both. And 

> 1s One Thing obſervable, that falls ſo 
Wy in my way, that T cannot but take 
F'ce of it and that is the indecent and 
elpectful! Echaviour of thoſe perſons, 


n that. 


1s he preſent among(t them, at the Tu 
their Preaching 2 If he withdraws hi 
ſence from them, they do hut beat tl 
with empiy W ords, and. all their Pi 
ing 'is to 20 purpIle: Bur if he is p# 
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that preſume to be cover'd 1n thi 


where they aſſemble rogether to 
God and Celebrate his Praiſes. {A 
Devotion-part, or Prayer, they'll 
they do not, and ſo far they ſpeaks 
and do well ; becaufe they take thi 
{fle's Admonition , 1 Cor. 11. 7.6 
ſpeaking of the Manner of Prayi 


ſays that a Man ought not to cover hi 


foraſmuch as he 1s the Image and Cj 
God : And the Expreſſion being il 
ſal, gives us to underſtand, that it ni 


| be done either in our publick or j 


Prayers; becauſe in fo doing we dill 
our Head, Chriſt Jelus. But whe 
ſay, that at their Predicacion-pat 
Pceaching, they may be covered, 
any Diſhonour to God and Chriſt 
are under a Miſtake, and to convinc 
of it, I'll ask them this Queſtion 3 
God withdraw his Preſence from the 
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W.- them, ought be not to have as much 
W-& as a meer Man inveſted with a 
Human Authority 2 Can they be 
nt to ſtand bare, as thinking 1t 'the 
awful Poſture, in the Preſence of a 
al Man, and refuſe to do it in the 
Wnce of the Immortal God 2 What 1s 
| but to pay greater: Reſpect and De- 
e to Man, than'to Gdd ? And if this 
2t a Diſhonour to God, pray tell me 
& is> Miſtake me not, 1 do not uſe 
.& Argument to any ways diſſwade you 
& reſpecting of Magiſtrates, for they 
od's Miniſters, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
W. 13.6. and tis due to them ; but ta 
'Fyou know, that whether you pay it to 
W, as they are God's Miniſters, or for 
| of Puniſhment, you are much more 
zed to pay it to God, as being their 
ter, and that glorious Fountain from 
ce they derive their Authority, and 
d can inflict a much greater Puniſhment 
a you, for omitting of it, than they 
3 for. they can only puniſh the Body 
EE little Time but bi can puni{h-both 
Wy and Soul for ever. But there are 
j ſome 
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ſome people of that ſtrange pervy 
ſpoſition, that they will be oY 
follow their own Ways, tho" to the 
nour of God, and the Diſgrace and 
of Themſelves. Perhaps if the Mi 
of that Church, from which, out ( 
great Pretenſions to a more Emin 
oree of SanQtity, they argue a Nectf 
ſeparating themſelves, did wear the 
10 Sermon-time , they would not 
but declaim againſt it, as rude and 
cent, and in no wiſe becoming the] 
ſors of Chriſtianity, and that it w 
Itkely to provoke' God's Anger 
them, and make their Service unacce 
unto him. T am fo far in ſpeaking g 
from a Spirit of Envy, or an eager [ 
firion 'to Upbraid and Cavil at other 
cauſe they are not of our Comm 
way it's purely out of a calm Error-rt 
ing Kindneſs to them 3 for T wiſh 4 
profperous in God's and 2 Righteoul q 
But if in fome parts of God's Worſt 
appears, that we come nearer the R 
the Law of God than others I t 
adviſable tor them to imitate ALY an 
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ner Parts, it appears. that they come 
xrer than wes I think 1t equaliy as adv1- 
le for us to imitate inen. Bur here [ 
1d wiſh that the louged-tor Spirit of 
ekneſs and Moderatioo . one of the 
{t glorious Fruits of Reformation, would 
e 2ppear in a fuller Degree amongſt 
that all ſeparating Heats and Animoſi- 
being laid alide, we might joyn in a 
ual Agreement.” and a> we irave but 
"8 God, one Saviour, and one.Way, to 
" Weloricus Kirgdem of Eve: laſking Peace; 
"Wc might with one ind and one Voice 
Wifie © 0d's holy Name, and walk peace- 
| together, and do our uitmolt to. 
WP one another forward 3 :};at bleſſed 
"Wy , that leads to: this tranquil Heven 
"Mcmpitcrnal Reſt. And ſeentg Chriſt is 
Head, and we are his ivie mocts, « Cor. 
. let us not by an wprudent quer- 
ng about the Way of Serving God, 
only difquiet aid wovnd each other, 
our Head Chrilc Jeſus tie Righteous 
with our hamourſom Cententions, and 
W-90al Dilputes about it, which ſtop 
"FProgrels of the Goipel to others, and 
T LD great- 
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oreatly hinder the true PraGice of 1 ity 

mong(t our ſelves. For ſhould a Heath 
or Infidel come among us - perhaps y ; 
might, without much difficulty, induce hy 
to belteve there ts a God ; but when y 
come to Inſtra& him how to Worſhip hj 
and One tells him this Way, and Anoth 
that, and a Third a. Way different frg 
either of theſe: ; this Kates him under } 
quietudes and Diſtraftions, and when! 
ſees the great Differences and Diſſenſi 
that are amongſt us about it, we 
aſperate us often times even to the 
man Deſtruction -one of another, he hy , 
ſently ready to ſay wirh himſelf, If ny 
the Effect of believing there is a God, 
create Differences among People ab, 
the Way of Worſhipping of. him, 
make them ſhamefully deſtroy each otl 
Ii even return to my peaceable - _ 
again, which 1s attended with non 
theſe Diſturbances and Dangers. 

this 1s no {mall Argument 1n the Moutig 
that Church, which catches at all Opp | 
tunities of Defaming us and our Relig 


becauſe, inſtead of Love and Unity, 
bre 
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reeds Envy and Diviſions amongſt us, and 
wakes us at, as If we delighted in nothing 
nure than a viu'tiplicity of Religrtons, that 
we M3y Have lome preteace to ſpoil and 
Jevour ONe ano: her, as each Religion has 
e aſcendant, as it is uppermoſt: Where- 
a prlent Reconciliation and bleſled U- 
jon amo!igſt vs, would uitcrly abolith this 
\rgument, and make the vain and vicious 
ſers of it renounce ſome, if not. all thoſe 
rievous Errors they are involved in, for 
phich they can have no Excvie, bar he 
dclufion of Education. cor rhe tre:Juient 
finuations of ſophiſtical Perſnne, 5 mean 
Ich as uſe eloquent. and crafty $02eches, 
id a little indulge Men in thoſ= Sins, rhat 
jey find them molt inchned tio, ro win 
tem over to their Ways, that they ruay 
Weeeive them, and through Covetoulneſs, 
With tcigned Words, make Merchandize of 
em, 2 Per. 2. 3. And fo trom.rhis hap- 
© Umon there would ariſe a threefold 
avantage unto us. 

W i. We ſhould be at Peace among our 
lv. 
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_ 2. We ſhould be agioet Encouragend 

to « Reformation and Union in orher Ch 

ſtian Kingdoms. 
3. We (hould bein a nc better| | 


pacity, than now we are, to propagate 


Goipel 2mong thoſe which are not: 
come to the ſaving Knowledge of it: 
then we might ſpend thar Time, that 
trifle away in oppoſing and vainly 
tending one with another, in convert 
the obdurate Jews, the deluded Mahg 

tans, and the blind and ignorant Inf 
to Chriſtianity. And certainly this wol 
be much commendabler, and an acceptali 
Service to God, to convert them, to bt 
them out of Ignorance and Ethnick [ 
neſs, to the Light of the glorious Ge 
of Chriſt, than by vain Wranglings| 
paſſionate Diſputations to ſubvert eac 
ther, and with the nice Diſtinctions, 
wavering Ovinions of our own ſtrani 
farciful Brains, obſcure and darken 
Light of 1t, #s we imprudently do, tofff 
{c]ves, For if you icek after Rehgiolf 
the Writings cr Men, youll find it foff 
terſperſcd and dcfiled with their (tra 


{ 
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Lncics and Inveniions to ({trengthen their 
#11 Opinions, whether true or falſe, that 
very intricate and difficult, and that it 
quires mor? than ordinary Parts, and a 
mpetent Degree of Learning to under- 
znd it. And 1t you look 1nto taeir Pra- 
ces for it, there you {hall ſee a horrible 
zoafuſion, one's Practice contradicting and 
7arting another's, and that 'cis equally 
difficult to underſtand and learn it from 
2m, as from their Writings. But it you 
rch the Scripture, where the pure and 
We Religion 15 only to be found, you 
Wl there find it a very ealie and pleaſant 
ing, fuch as may be both underſtood 
d performed by the meaneli Perlon, if 
& oe not a meer [deot: For a Proof of 
Wat [| ſay, take St. James's Definition of 
= Ci. 1.27. Pure Religion, and undefiled 
re (Tod and the Father, is this, to wiſtt 
© 4therlef, and Widows: in their Aﬀi- 
Pm, and to heep himſeif unſpotted from the 
$r/4. And it we did butevery one in 
W<icular do this, as we eaſily might, if we 
I Out truly eadeavour for it, we ſhould 
2 make 1t appear, to the ſatisfaction 
D 3 PO 
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both of our ſelves and orizers, by our Þþ 
tices, which are a much ſtronger Cor 
mation of the Identity and Trath of 
Religion, thas our ſeemingly zealous 
of ir, that we were alj of the ſame, nd 
pure and true Religion, and ſþ mif 
without any. further ſcruple , meet unj 


moully together at the ſame Place. to V 
ſhip God in Truth and Sincerity. 


IF witch. if it could be but once brought 
v paſs, as I doubt not but it might, by: 
. faithful Endeavonrs, and earneſt Pra 
WW to God for his Aſſiſtance rowards the 


g compliſhing of it, we might reaſon 
% hope to ſee an earthly Canaan in this L 
and be, in all Reſpects. the moſt happy 
tion in the whe Univerſe, Bur if 
y  concinae in Our Sins and ſuffer the wil 
7500 Jent Spirit o: Diviſion to Reign (tl 
1 '__ moogit ws. and widen our Differences 8 
mult expect to be more and more 
rabl:: (till, and be content to bear with 
Troubles and Calamities, be they as m 
and as great, as they will, as being 
ſelves the unhappy Authors of them, 
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W Bat to leave this Point, and praceed ac- 
p xrding to our intended Method : You 
ave heard, that God muſt have ſome Ho- 
WLur and Service from your Bodies, as well 
your Spirits, 1n your Prayers. Kut how 
xy this beſt be given? By being bare, 
ting up of holy Hands and kneeling, 
hich is the humbleſt of all Poſtures, and 
reainly the moſt proper for the perfor- 
znce of this Duty, as appears from pious 
vids Exhortation, to praiſe God for 
s Goodneſs, Pſalm g5. 6. O come, let us 
orſhip, and bow down 5 let us keel before 

xe Lord our Maker. And we are: com- 
anded by the Apoſtle to lift up holy 

ands in Prayer, 1 Time. 2.8. I will there. 
re, that Mem pray every where, lifting Hp 
Gy Hands, without Wrath, ani Doubt- 

VB 

.& And here I mnſt crave leave to give a 
11d Reproof to thoſe People. that at their 
WWJublick and Stated Prayers, uſe Standing, 
When they have a Conveniency , and 
would be much decenter, and more pro- 
Wer for them to: Kneel. 7 am ſure they 
Wir'e' pretend our Saviour's Example for 
D 4 this, 
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this, for *twas his Method to Kneel, as 


may read, Lyke 22. 41. where 'tis notk 
that he food 4p , but that he rw 
down and Prayed. And we ought alw 
to imitate #44 as well knowing we q 
not imitate a better, at our: Set-titney 
Prayer, both Publick and Private: 


for Hobs ſhort Petitions and Oblationg 
Thankfulneſs, that every Man's Nece 


ties rcquire him to put up hourly andy 
nutely to the molt Munificent God of H 
ven, and are the beſt Aſſurances, that 


has his Converſation, where the Apodl 


and his true Followers 


Phil.3. 20. -: theirs,in Heaven,we may uſe 
Geſiures as the Time and Pl 


and Buſineſs of our particular and necell 
Callings: and other Circumſtances will b 
admit of, and need not doubt, it we j 


ſincere 1n offering of them, but God y 
accept them. 


5. You muſt be often in Prayer, b 
Putlick and Private. Ana therefore Fi 
abſent your ſelves, upon any light and 


volous occaficns fromthe Church, (1 ani 
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Wplace ſet afide from all prophane Utes, 

] dedicated wholly to the Service of 

xd, where devout and pioully diſpoſed 

riſtians aflemble themſelves together, to 

-n in their Supplicationsz or where 

ayers are made, God's Word preached, 

] the holy Sacraments duly adminiſtred, 

ording to the Rules of the Sacred Scrip- 

re) but come confcantly, and exhort 0- 

rs (according to the Apoſltle's Advice, 

b. 10. 25.) that you fee negligent in 

ming, and ſo muci the more as you ſee 

> Day approact1ng 3 that 1s, the holy 

plpel thining more bright amongſt us. 

rr the light and clear Times of the Go- 

] are called Day, as compared to thoſe 

rk and obſcure Times: before 1t. which 

re cal:cd Night; and in this Senſe the 

oltle ſpeaks, when exhtorting the Ro- 

215 tO aw3ske Out of fleep; that 1s, thoſe 

Ievous $1ns they were fal'n aſleep in, and 

F 2rife wo ihe embracing and practice of 

e Goipel, he told them, that the Night 

5 for ſpent, and that the Day was at 
nc, iKom. 13.12, And if they which li- 
F< under the Law, having but a Shadow 
| ot 
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of good Things to come, and not thewl 
Image of the Things, were ſo ſevy 
proceeded againſt for diſobeying and 
ſpifing of that Law, that they died y 
out Mercy under two or three Wirni 
Of how much forer Puniſhment, ſupy 
ye, {hall we be thought worthy, that 
under the Goſpel, and have the very In 
and Subſtance of thole Good Thy 
Chriſt Jeſus, if we contemn and diſg 
him, and remain in our Sins, and thusy 
le& his Service, and do Deſpite unto 
Spirit of Grace ? Heb. 10. 28, 29. | 
this Part of Publick Prayer'in the Chi 
1s not neglected {o much, but the of 
Part, that in the Family, (you know, 
your Diſzrace and Reproach, that I (þ 
TIrwh) is ; nepledted more. 

And therefore I muſt earneſtly int 
all thoſe, to whom the Care of Fam 
belongs, to call them together Morntt 
and Evenings, and by Praying and Re 
in7, or cauſing 2 to be read ſome part 
God's holy Word , (ſhew forth with 
Pfalmiſt, in his 92d Pjal at the 24 WP 
Goa's loving Kinenels and FaithfulneſsF 
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©. them : and not to tive ſo much like 
W..chcns and Iafidels, whillt they pretend 
Chriſtianity, . as not to. cauſe Prayersand 

plicaz10Ns tO be every Day made to 
ad in their Families 3 but take ſome care 
their precious and immorta! Zouls, as 
i as their Bodies s for the nevleRt of 
2M will 1n t 1c end prove the deſtruction 
both. Let not the wolt 1gnorant 'Ma- 
r of a Family think h:miclt excuſed from 
is Duty , becauſe he cannot read , but 
ther let him learn, 1! can never be too. 
te, or any ways diigracefu], tho? very 
uſual, (the more is the pity) 1n this care- 
WG and Gnful Age, tor, any Man to learn 
Wat which wii) brinzthim to the know- 
Wdgc and pervfing of: God's Word, and 
nable him to per:orm this great Duty of 
rayinz to his Houſhold with eaſe and de- 
2;t, and render him capable of direQing 
nd governing of them , in that bicfſed 
iv, which the All-wile Governor of the 
orld has appointed, But it this ſhall 
eem t09 ttoubleſom to any vne,as C2425 
@y.it he underſtood his ow: goud, it could 
not ; l=t him get ſome one or other, that 
Call 
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can read, to repeat a Prayer to bim " 
ſome Book or other, where are Pry 
compoied for this purpoſe, (if you ſhy 
ask what Book, I ſhould recommend' 
the Pradrce of Piety, or Hlieron's Help 
Devotion ) ſo long *nll by often hearing 
it he has lodged it firmly in his Mem 
and then make ule of that, and not x 
let Prayer it ſelf, by being over ſolicit 
about the manner of doing it, and vai 
doubting, that 'tis not lawful to Pray h 
Form, or imagining, that it hinders Py 
Ing by the Spirit, as ſome imprudently 
jet, by miſapprehending what is me 
by -Praying by the Spirit 5 which is. 
more than this s;''he caking the Mind: 
AfﬀeQions wholly, off from terreſtrial ( 
Jets, or —_—_ Things, and placing 
them (tedfaſtly on that holy and 1nviltt 
Spirit, to whom we make our Suppli 
tions. And certainly he thai makes uſe 
a Form may do this, if he will, and {$ 
truly ſaid ro Pray by the Spirit; otherwi 
I am ſure, the Pcophet Hoſea, wiio ve 
well knew the Vanity and Infizaificar 
of thoſe Prayers, in which the Spirit » 
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-nployed, would never have 1njoyn- 
the Ute of it, as 'tis evident he did, in 
14th Chapter, at the 2d Verſe, where 
king by way of Exhortation, or Com- 
nd, he ſays unto the People, Take with 
words, and turn to the Lord, ſay unto 
\ Take away all Iniquity, and receive us 
ciouſly, ſo will we render tbe Calves 
-"> the Fruits) of our Lips. And the 
cing another's Words, and making uſe 
them, is that we call a Form, whicii you 
zy aflure your ſelves from this place of 
ripture 1s both lawful and convenient, 
thoſe whoſe Infirmities require 1t. But 
r thoſe that are ſo happy, as to be able 
rough the ſtrength of their natural Fa- 
Oi Ities and Powers, and their great Kngw- 
7@docin God's V/ord, to Pray in ſuch fort 
Without it, that God's holy Word may 
Ft be brought into contempt amongſt ilf 
e@iſpoled perſons, through the improper- 
dels of their raſh extemporary, and unad- 
iſed Expreſſions, I wiſh them, by all 
amcans, to do it, and by their continual 
W-xamples quicken and ſtir up others to 
"ic their Endeayours todo the like : For l 
0% __ can- 
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cannot fee any reaſon why he that cagl 
as he ought, pernneniiy and « ell .; 
out the help of + Buok, ſhould mal 
of it; neither caii I ee any reaſon 
he that cannot, ſh-;uld refuſe to md 
of it; at lea(t fo long, ?Hl! by Uic ay 
ligent Meditation, he can do +t wirhg 
And your Neglet in thts Pot has by 
great and ſhameful, that I douvr whe 
come to the Trial, 'twill be: found; 
there are more of you that ſtand jn- 
of this Help, than that do not. | 
therefore, 'ti!l-you have removed by, 
Qice this Inability, which for want of 
Ctice you are under; I aſſure you, 
were better make uſe of this Help, 
not to Pray at ail, or confuledly and 
pertinently, in your Famiites. 
And now, if any one, after all 
Excuſes fail, ſhall be fo groſly wicked 
to neglect this io. very neceflary a Di 
by perſwading bimfclt, chrough the þ 
D-luitons of tne Devil, his wicked Inf 
ments, and his own figful Heart, that 
35 Moe than the Scriptare requires of | 


let him read the 6th and 7th Verſes of 


'f | 
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| ” Chap. of Dent. and he will there find 
ot ſo:much as it requires of him 3 for 
:- thete commanded to Inſtrut his 
\(hold, according to his Ability, 1n the 
of God, as well as Pray to them, by 
ing ic the SubjeQ of his Diſcourſe, not 
y Morrings and Evenirgs, but at cther 
\es ailo: L121 theſe Words which I Com- 
d thee this Day, ſhall be in thine Heart. 
1 thou ſhalt teach ibems diligently unto thy 
dren, and ſhalt talk of them: when thou 
if in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeSt 
| the W ay, and when thou lies? down, and 
e thou riſet up. And he is likewiſe to 
that in their taking thoſe Things, which 
appointed for the refreſhment of their 
lies, and all their other Actions, God 
be Praiſed and Glorified, as 1s evident 
m the Command of the Apoſtle, 1 (or. 
AS 31. Whether therefore ge. Eat or Drink , 

whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of 
94. But if the Praiſe and Glory God 
at Mens Tables were the only Thing 
t did make them differ from the Places, 
ere Brutes feed, I doubt that at many 


ens Tables there would be but little 
Wicrence. I 


| 2 
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But if Parents would be pleaſed toy 
fider of their Dutv, and take this. M 
with their Children, arid inſtru and 
them up in the bletſed Language of! 
ven, and the: Ways of Godlineſs,; 
would prevent them of falling unds 
"Inſtruction of the Devil, and learnir 
curſed Language of Hell, and walk 
the By-Paths ot Sin 3 and their Hou 
the Streets would not ſo abound with 
drens Oaths and Blaſphemies, nor thel 
Day be ſo openly prophaned, as, te 
Rh of Chriſtianity, now it is, 
only by Children , but, which is | 
worſe, by many Parents themſelves, 
thoſe, -whoſe Years and Underſtand 
one would think, ſhould teach them'h 
things. 
Surely *twould be a great Joy toPa 
to be able, in ſome meaſure, to ſay of; 
Children, what Panl ſaid of Timoth 
the 3d ( ". of his 2d Epiſz. to lim, q 
15th Few that by their inſtructing oft 
or procuring Inſtructions for them,, 
bave from their very Infancy know! 
cording to their Capacities, the holy. 9 
(oF 
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which are able to make them wiſe 

to Salvation, through Faith which is in 
riſt Jeſus. And as great a Grief and 
uble it ſhould be to them not to be 
e to fay it. For all the Sabbath break- 
; of the Children, all the dreadful Oaths 
| Curſes, that they pour out, before they 
e to Years of Diſcretion, without the 
tinual Reproots, and reſtraining Cor- 
ons of the Parents, will be laid to their 
arge, and they mult anſwer for them 5 
en, I doubt, ſome of them have too ma- 
of their own to 2nſ{wer for. Let thoſe 
leſs and indiicreet Parents and Maſters, 
t ſeldom or never ſpeak a word of God 
Goodneſs in their Families, unlefs they 
ount abuling his holy Name1n their idle 
] impious Contabulations, his Word, and 
cing of the Failings of dthers, with de- 
on, Goodneſs ! conſider, that if they 
tinue thus wilfully to violate God's 
mmands, they*ll have it one Day charged 
ne upon them to their Eternal Ruine. 
God has made an irrevocable Decree, 
you may find, Fer. 10. 25. that he'll 
gr out his Fury upon the Families thae 
F E call 
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call not on his Name ; that pray not 
ſtantly and ſincerely unto him. 
And now for thoſe Prayers and 
cations, which every individual perfſq 
obliged to make unto the Throne of Gy 
you cannot be better informed, how q 
they are to be made, than from the o 
deration of your own Neceflities , 
thoſe great . manitold Mercies God 
tinually beſtows upon you 3 and from 
Examples of holy Men mentionedin $ 
ture, among which I think you c: 
take a better than that of the Prophet 
vid, who declared, that he would [ 
earneſtly' to the Almighty, Evening, 
Morning, and at Noon, P/al. 55. 17: 
again, P/zl. 119. 62. that he would i 
Midnight to give Thanks unto the l 
becauſe of his righteous Judgments. ' 
Ver. 164. he fays, that he praiſed Gol 
ven times a day. Neither did all | 
Set-rimes ſuffice. him ,, for P/al. 24: 
declared, that he would Bleſs A, 
_ all Times, 3 and that his Praiſe ſhould! 
tinually be in hi: Mouth: And 
able to- this: the Apoltle commands 
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Wy with oat cealing, and in every Thing 
© Thanks; and ihe reafon follows, be- 
E it is the Will of C100 Th Chr i{t tefus 
ncerning us, I Theff. 5. 17, 18. And 
refore let there be a convenient Lati- 
Je and due Continuance of your Sup- 
tions 3 don't, outof Aﬀection and Fa- 
2r to the Fleſh, which is apt, through 
natural Corruptions, to beuneal1e un- 
Spiritual Exerciſes, grow preſently wea- 
and ready to makean end, before' you 
| ſome Alteration 1n your Hearts, ſome 
Gure of Heaven upon your Souls, and 
t your enlighten'd Confſciences aſſure 
, that through the Frequency and Ear-_ 
tnels of your Requeſts, you: have ren- 
d them acceptable to-God. 


be laſt Direction I ſhall give you, and 

t which I defire you to take particular 
ce of, is this : Follow your Prayers 
1. Requeſts 1n your Lives and Practices, 
them conſpire, and both tend to the 
ie Point : When you Pray for Bleſſings 
z Mercies, labour for them, and when 
Pray againſt Sing aid Tniquities; ſtrive 
FE, 2 ear- 
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earncitly againit them tm your contig 
Practices, and itir up, and encouraget 
another to Piety and iiolinels, both 
your Words and Deeds : And not lety 
Conferences be altogether Impertinence 
Vanity, and tend wholly to the promg 
of Vice and Impiety, but to the inc 
of Vertue and. Goodneſs; elſe whe 
your Obedience to the Command ofj 
Apoſtle, who bids you be, as he w 
has called you is, Holy in all manne 
Converſation? 1 Pet. 1. 15. Perhapsſ 
of you may ſay, we wiſh we could dot 
but now there 1s ſuch an Unanimity 
Wickedneſs, that if any one ſhould; 
tend to talk of Godlineſs, and reprove 
in Company, he ſhall fall under the 
rifion of all the reſt ; if he does it 
Diſcretion, 'tisa Queſtion whether he 
. or no; but we'll ſuppoſe the worſt, 
grant 'he does; ſhall this deter any 
from obeying of Chriſt, and doing his 
ty 2 He bids us Reprove, Exhort and 
buke one another, and ſhall we for fe 
_ being alittle derided, omit it ? This! 

effe& a.Denying of. Chriſt, and ſee 
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11 be the fad .conſequence of it, 2 Tie. 
12. If we deny Him, He alſo will deny 
And will .neither the Promiſes nor 
ireats of the Scripture, make you for- 
e Wickedneſs, and embrace Godlinels ? 
hat hinders ſtill > D' ye think there 1s 
eater pleaſurein Wickedneſsthan in God-_ 
6 2 If you do, 'tis only for want of 
al: Forif you would be fo kind to your . 
ious Souls, as to betake your ſelves to 
tri&t Courſe of Godlineſs for half a Year, 
Jare affirm, you would find more plea- 
> 1n it, than you haye found 1n all the 
s you have been the unhappy partakers 
1n the whole time of your Lives paſt. 
d togiveyou the greater Encouragement 
thwith to ſet about this bleſſed Work, 
make what I ſay appear to be true from 
d's Word, before you begin upon it. 
jat which has the Promiſe of the Life 
t now 1s, and of that which is to come, 
| afford a Man the greateſt pleaſure 3 
Godlineſs has the Promiſe of this Life, 
I that which is to come, 1 Tims. 4.8. 
Wd therefore Godlineſs will afford a Man 
W bc pleaſe to adhere firmly to it) the 
E 2 great+ 
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greateſt pleaſure. 'Twill be to no prin 
for you to acknowledge God in your| 
ers and Supplications to be your ſole 
and Maſter, and yet in your PraGting 
obey this wicked World, your {tafulf 
and your malicious Enemy the Devil 
not this to be the Devil's Servants: wn 

lity, and God's only 1a appearance?/\ 
, Not a Kvegrs eaAcyany nugs, A Lord be 
citu] unto us, will carry us to the Sg 
the Bleſſed, the Way thither 1s nate 
Moxbay ardyym Tos JEAOvTLS CUTEUY.A 
you ll live in eyerlaſting Felicity, :yout 
endeavour and ſtrive. earneſtly after 
You mult Wateh; .and be Sober untoÞ 
er, and make God?s holy Word thel 
zx& of your Reading :and Meditatint 
ail Opportunities, whether by Dy 
Night,. thatit may be a Direttion tr: 
your godly Practices, throughout 
whole Ccurſe of your Lives. And: 
doubtleſs the Primitive Chriſtians ve 
knew, when by ſach frequent Wate 
Reading the holy Scriptures, Faſting 
Praying, they itrived tolay hold on CW 
Merits, and gain Ecernal Life. Andi 
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St (ce why we ſhould expect to go to. 
eaven at an eaſier rate than they : We 
ve far better Opportunities than they 


d, and therefore, in point of Equity 
dReaſon, ought to do as much and niore 


an they did : For they lived under Hea- 
enGovernors, and were ſeverely forbid- 
n the Exerciſe of thew Religion, and in 
nger of loſing their Lives, nay, multi- 
Jes of them ſuffer'd Death for it : Wit- 
Sf the Herodian Perſecution , in which 
Wat eminent Apoſtle Fames the Brother of 
bn (lo called to diſtinguiſh him from 
> other Apoſtle of that Name) fell by 
> Sword, Ads 12. 1,2. Whereas we 
e under the moſt Chriſtian Governors, 
d have all the Encouragement from them, 
t, I think, can reaſonably be hoped for, 
defired. And if after all this, we thus 
amefully neglect the Praftice of it, with 
dat Horrour and Amazement ſhall we 
nd before the Judgment-Seat, and hear 
riſt ſay of his holy Apoſtles, their ſted- 
Wt Companions and Followers ; Theſe, my 
j-igent and faithful Servants, ſuffered the 
WW: ignominious and reproachful Deaths, to 
C- W 4 pre- 


Into the moſt obſtinate Sinner ? If. 
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he the FerIg of * my Goſpel for ya 

ard conveyed it down t? ye in Streams, of thy 
Sreciins Blood, and you, as degenerate Plan 
from ſuch kind and pious Stocks, bave a 
gratefully diſregarded it, and inſtead of uff 
of it to your Eternal Pleaſure , abuſed | 
to your Endleſs Pain * Will not ſuch 
Thought as this ſtrike a reforming yl q 
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would willingly know with what F od 
can ask, much ſe expe Forgivenels fre 
God of his Drunkenneſs, Covetouſng 
Swearing, or any other of his Sins, why 
probably in ſhart time after he ſeeks an 
partunity, or at.leaſt as ſoon as one offer 
ſelf,is as ready tobe Drunk,to a& the party 
the Miſer, and careleſly to prophane Gg 
boly Name as before. He muſt needs 
if he had any Senſe or Reaſon in him tay 
himſelf good, that he ſhall inevitably. 
by his Peadtice, what he has een 
atter by his Prayer; For whil'ft he Pa 
for the Reifficn of theſe Sins, his Prad 
contradicts his Prayer, and plainly decly 
(to ſay the mildeſt "f it, for T look upol 
as ha little better than a deriding or 6 F 
tern 
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Luning of God) that he does 1t only of 
re, and that *tis an indifferent thing to 
n, whether God hears him, and grants his 
queſt,or no. And,which is yet more wick- 
he offers up that to the moſt tranſcen- 
t and glorious Majeſty of Heaven,which 
hateful unto him,and utterly abhorred by 
n; for the Sacrifice, or Prayer of him, 
zoſe Practice 1$eviland full of wickedneſs, 

an Abomination to the Lord, Prov.15 8. 

id therefore if ever you would have your 
ayers eftectual, and receive any true and - 
a] benefit from them, let it be your con- 
wal care, I beſeech you, for your ever- 
ivg good, to proſecute them vigorouſly. 
your Praices. Think upon rheſe Di- 
aons, when you are going to Pray, and- 
t your Hearts upon a (ſtrict obſervance of 
m: And the God of all Power grant you 
Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to enable 
u towards the doing of it; even for his 
fled Sake, who never ceaſes to Pray and 


terceed for usin the Kingdom of Eternal 
Iry.. Amen, ” 
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put all our Wickedneſs out of thy rem 


5g we ay be ſtedfaſt and ——— i 


——— 


A wivining Prayer for a Family 
£L L Powerful and Everlaſting Q 


we proſtrate our ſelves here beforeT 
in the hunzble Acknowledgment of all our 


and, Offences, earneſtly beſeeching Thee t 
tend thy pardoning Mercy towards as, 


brence, and ſo ſtrengthen ws with thy 
ing Grace, that we. may be able to ref | 
Temptations to Sin. Turn, O Lord 
Streams of our Deſires from the "rs 
wities of this corruptible Fir orld, and gi 
that we may uſe all poſſuble Diligence # in | 
ing aſter thy Kin gdom, and the Rig | 
neſs thereof, Let no earthly Obje@s ever 4 
aur Aﬀedtions from thee 3 but give #s 
19 exerciſe our ſelves jaſon”. in the Wi 


of thy Law, aud the Works of thy.Comm 


diligent Pradtice of every holy Duty,and 
our *erhful Obedience unto Thee our chi 
Delight and Pleaſare, and contern all 


Things, 4s vile and of no account, that' 
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, Fa ettivy forth '// hy Glory, and the 
« . cx Pj hy ſincere Holineſs, that 
way live in thy Favour, and ſeeure our 
xs from all the dangerous Aſſaults of the 
liciow Enemy of Mankind under the Sha- 
p of thy moft gracious FProteGFion and ever- 
mp Kindneſs, And let, O Lord, we en- 
at Thee, the whole Oniverſe partake of thoſe 
& and manifold Mercies that we enjoy. Pour 
thy Bleſſings upon all thofe that through 
orance » Obſtinacy, 'or for any other Cauſe, 
P not on thy Name, or do envy thy Glory 3 
2 forth thy informing Goſpel amongst them, 
4 bring thews into the Way of Iruth.. ' And 
ſr all the faithful Embracers of thy Holy 
rd, howſnever diſperſed or diſtreſſed in this 
ubleſow World z proſper them in all their 
deavours to propagatethy Truth, and give 
m 4 joyful Viory over. all obſtinate' Oppo- 
of it. More particularly we implore thy 
wine Love and ÞF avour for all thoſe of this 
ngdom, that ſeek thy Honour and Glory, 
whatſoever ſtation thou haſt pliced thera. 
t thy continual Bleſſangs flow down, in 
at Abundance, upon the King and Queen, 
= d all the Royal Family. And Bleſs all 


ith ofe 
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thoſe that thou baſi appointed to aſſiſt , 
in the Government both of Church and 
furniſh them with Grraces and Abiliti 
table to their Places and Commanadsy 
we may live in all Godlineſs, Peace and 
E quillity. Commiſerate all thoſe that ay 
Ss - der any kind of Trouble or Calamity, an 
them feel the comfortable Influence.of th 
lievine Power. And as, O Lord, we 
unto thee for future Bleſſings, ſo wel 
and Magnifie thy holy Name for alli 
Mercies we have already received at thy 
bounteows Hands. We Bleſs thee for g 
#4. 4 Being, and graciouſly proteFing 4 
hitherto, and ſupplying of #s, fromthe bi 
q-- ef; Ocean of thy immenſe Liberality,witl 
+ Things that the Neceſſities of this Life 

nually call for, But above all, we ra 
[: | untothee our moſt humble and ſincere Th 
| for thine ineſtimable Kindneſs, in redee 


| 


of the World from the Powers of Darkneſ / 

the Effuſton of thy dear Son's maſt pre 
00% Blood 3 for his Joyful Entrance, after a8 
IS Sufferings, into thy Heavenly Kingdom,® 
: his never-ceaſing Intercelſions for us, ani 
F ſending the glorious Spirit of Hotineſs to 
38 _ 
f 
"Ns * 
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Wand 1/77 a5, frat we might %e able in 
ftai: J (77ACE 3G Prepare Oy jelves #6: 
of Glory. Let, O moſt graciows God, 
unvaluable Mercies bring us unto a per- 
il Fear and Reverence of thy moſt Sacred 
e, and make m4 ever mindful of that 
| in which thou haſt in thy Divine Conn- 
lecreed to Summon u4 to appear before 
wudicial Throne, and render an Account 
our Tranſations here, that we may im- 
ately betake our ſelves to the careful and 
inual Oſe of all thoſe Godly Means, by 
ch thou haſt appointed ws to make ready 
ſt thy coming, that we may be received 
thy moſt gloriows-Preſence, and partake 
bat eternal Happineſs, that thou haſt pre- 
d for all thoſe that faithfully obey thy boly 
cepts.. In the ever bleſſed Hope of which, 
continue our Supplications unto thee, in 
e moſt excellent and ſignificant Words, in 
ich our kind and loving Saviour has in- 


pied a5 to Pray unto Thee, ſaying, Our 
| her, @>c. 


ſach ſort as may be moſs pleafing in thy 


meſs towards us in the Remilſionof tho 


after the inticing Pleaſures of this i 


the Bleſſed, and pul down DeſiruG@ion 


An Evening Prayer for a Fag x 
Oft Holy and Inviſible Ged. 


M7 thine Iafinite Quoodneſs Wy 


free Acceſs unto 504 and graciouſly pn 
[ grant thoſe 'Requeſis, which are 


thy Son's Name; we bumbly beſeech- 
bis Name and Merit, to pe: #2 toÞ 


. 
S - 


and the happy Means, through thy g 
Acceptance, of procuring thy Love and | 


and manifold Sins, that we have, th 
humane F railttes, and an over- earneſt 


World continually committed againſt t 
and bringing down unto us ſuch a Portii 
thy Grace, as may take ſrom us all laclin 
to "Wy ickedneſs, and enable us to walk by 
pious Rule, which thou haſt given ws i 
ft holy Word, that we ty N08 err fro 
Way of Truth, and loſe our Inheritancea 


* An Ervening Prayer, &c. 63 
Wloes by the unprofitable Works of Impie- 
Alienate our Hearts, O Lord, from ter- 
al Things, and intend them on thy Glo- 
Blevate our Minds to the Contemplation 
, Heavenly Kingdom, and give us Grace 
intain a Converſation there, Let the Vi- 
of thine Infinite Excellency, in our fre- 
and Spiritual Communion with thee, 
bren the Eyes of our Onderſtandings, 
h are darkned with the thick Miſts of Ig- 
nee and Error, that the earnesi Expea- 
of the everlaſting Enjoyment of it may in- 
ws to the conſtant PraGice of thoſe Du- 
that are neceſſary for the obtaining of it. 
erve #4 from the ſubtile Attempts of the 
roger 5 leſſen bis Power, and ſuffer hins 
fo work Evil againſt 155, but extend thine 
omed Goodneſs, and keep us in perpetual 
ty. Purifie 4s in the Blood of Chrift, and 
off all thoſe Marks of Iniquity that dif- 
r our Souls, and give unto us the Alſi- 
ce of thy Holy Spirit to prevent their be- 
tained with the Pollutions of Sin any more. 
firm 14 in a ſteady and uninterrupted 
feof Godlineſs, that we may live like thoſe 
are wnder the Denefic Rays of thy cove- 
tins 
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64 An Evening Prayer | 
tinual Favours,and offer unto thee, fraq 
ſincerely affeFed with thy Mercies, th 


fices of Praiſe and Thankegiving. our 


Souls ſuch F aith, Love and Adheſion} 
thing may be able to ſeparate us from th 
make us remiſs in thy Beatifical Ser 
weaken our Confidence in thee. Avert 

Ewvils and Calamities, that we have ji 


ſerved for our Sins; and what thy Fuſti 


puniſh, let thy Mercy pardon. And ſa 
Lord, it is thy good pleaſure, that om 
tions ſhould noi be reſtrained to our ol 
wvate Neceſſities, but that they ſhould re 
Neceſſities of others alſo, We moſt earnd 
treat thee to lock down with the Eyeq 
oft tender Compaſſuon, on thoſe vaſt 
tudes of People, that are involved in Ig1 
and Ethnick Darkneſs; let the glorious! 
of the Holy Scriptures (hine unto them 


guide them tothe true K nowleage of th | 


all thoſe that fear thy Name, and pro 
holy Truth,whereſoeverthy Divine Prod 
has diſpoſed them 3, eſpecially thoſe of thi 
tion, of what Degree or Order ſoever. i 
cifui and gracioms unto the King and & 
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oſt excellent Majeſties, with the reſt# 
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wal. Family s let them wear the Crown of 
C es 5 of Glory hereafter. And bleſs 
thoſe that bear Rule under them, whether 
2 ſacred or civil Charge and Deſignation, 
t they may exerciſe their Authority to the 
laiming of the People committed to their 
e, from the Love of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
he Prafice of Piety and Holineſs, Com- 
thoſe that are any way affiided 5, ſend 
h Belp fron the Seat of thy Glory, and 4 
a! Iſſue out of all their Miſeries: And now, 
Lord, that we may not fruſtrate theſe our 
queſts, through Onthankfulneſs for thoſe 
a and unvaluable Bleſſings, Thou haſt al- 
dy beſtowed upon us 5 we praiſe Thee for 
wonderful Creation and glorious Redemp- 
, arid the gracious Continuance, notwith- 
ding the unkind returns that we have made 
boſe unexpreſſubly great Mercies, of thy pre- 
ming Power towards #5, and defending of ws 
» ab imminent Dangers, and ble{ſang of #5 
Þ the Abundance of thoſe Things, that con- 
e fo our preſent Happineſs: Enable as, O 
a, from the due conſideration of the End 
beſe thine ineſtimable Benefits to . pleaſe 

e, and fill as with awful and ſolicitous 
þ q 1houghts 


» Tarn Tax” 
- 


meſoarcheble Wiſdom, ſhalt think fit "04 


pe# it with all Patience, Diligence mm 


Thong his of that | Time, in » abs b Thoy * 


out of this V/orld,- that we may earnef 


eſs, and be in continual Readineſs. Ty * 
into thy moſt gracious Protedion, and 
that, after the Fruition of moderate R 

2249 ariſe #0 the Praiſe of ty holy Nam 
our moſt worthy Saviour" fake, #2 hal 
fed Words we make our further Rl 
Thee; Sing, Onur Þ ather, &c. 1 


| A' Grace before Meat. "a 
Andify we beſeech. Thee, O moſt | 
cent God, theſe good Things lj 
oe thy Mercy, ordained for us, 
245 Grace to receive then with Temperd 
| Thankfulteſs, and to the ſetting fort 
Praiſe and Glory, through Jeſus Clrifh 


A Grace afier Meat.  ; 
"HY holy Name, O Lord, be * 
for theſe and. al other Bene Al 
haſt been gracionſly pleaſed to beſtow uf 
Preſerve, we mot humbly: intreat Tha 
Church, King aud Queen, and g7ve i 


Peace and — in Jeſu Chrift, A 


$ /n Exbortation to People to 
E make ready for their Fourney. 
| to Eternity. ra Ie 


Ltho'Death is moſt' certain, and the 
Time of it altogether unknown 3 
yet ſo. great is the Imprudence of: 
the generality of Mankind, that 

y put far from them the Thoughts of it 3 

d if, at any time, by ſeeing it exerciſe its 
fiſtible Power on others,. they are 

ought to reflet a little lightly upon it, 

t they (till look on it, as at a great di- 

nce,in reference to themſelves. and think 

beneath them, whilſt health and (irength 
natn, to heed ſuch an Admonition as 1s 
ven Ezcleſ. 11. 8. and will not diſturb 
m{clves in their Carnal Enjoyments with 

e remembrance of the Days of Darkneſs, 
E they never ſo many ; butvainly imagine 

o F 2 that 
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An Exhortation VB 
a that they may longer indu]ge their cory. 
WY Natures1n the enticing Pleafures of Sin, v8 
have Time enough many Years hence{ 
prepare for Death 3 ſo'that when it 
ſtrates their expectation, by coming ky 
denly upon them,as very frequently it di 
they are 1n alamentable Unreadineſs t6; 
ceive it, and in great Danger of being 
ried into endleſs Miſery. *Twas the G 
ſideration of this, accompanied with 
earneſt Defire of: preventing of it, thaf 
duced me to Diſcourſe on this: Subjeq&} 
ter this following Method, and ſhew; | 


1. How and'by what Means you: 
MA. -_- - i 
- 2. The indiſpenſable Obligation: 
are all underof ſetting inſtantly aboutn 
3- What; are the common Hindratt 
-_____ together with-the Vanity of them, to 
', vent yeur being deceived by them, 
mi > 4. What will be the happy Effe! 
this making-ready, and likewiſe whaty 
be the dreadful Conſequence of the N 
tect of It. RS 
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to Prepare for Eternity. } 


1 You muſt abandon all the glittering 
W.nitics of this impious World, and take 
& Holineſs, which muſt .be among thoſe 
kings you depend on as your Evidences 
r Fternal Life 3 otherwiſe they can'tnow 
nd a fair Trial at the Barof theScripture 
d your own Conſciences, much leſs be- 
re Chriſt's Judgment-ſeat. And there- 
e *twill be your greateſt Wiſdom, im-_ 
ediately (whil t the Lord of his bound- 
s \lercy gives you Time, and affords you 
2405) to lay hold on it, and keep it with 
(diligent Watchfulneſs an{werable to its 
Wprth ; which you are 1n the nextplace to 
ke uſc of, as appears from the Command 
our Saviour, Mark 13. 33. And what [ 
unto you, 1 ſay unto all, Watch. Where 
te, that Watchfulneſsis twofold, Tempo- 
and Spiritual 3 the former of which pre- 
ves the Strength and Vigour of your 
tural Faculties and Powers, and makes 
We uſcful and fit for thoſe Imployments 
9 waich they were deſigned ; the Jatter 
cps you from lying ſecure in a finful 
We, and fancying that your Condition is 
Ny F 3 much 
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" An Exhortation 


much better than it is, and that you aw 
the way to Everlaſting Happineſs, y 
you are going quite contrary, by < 
ting Sobriety, and thoſe Things that; 
duceto it, which muſt be joyned with 
Watchfulnek, and diſpoſe you for | 
which 1s moſt efficacious towards the 
formance of this momentary Work, ul 
Fruit 15 eternal, Prayer, 1' Pet. 4. = | 
therefore Sober, aud Watchunto Prayer, | 
if we conſider what a great DilkraQti 
Thoughts thoſe Perſons labour under 
ſuffer themſelves, through the (inful las 
gence of their ſenſual Appetites, to bel | 
ried to Excels in thoſe Things, mg | 
dained for their Nutrition and | 
ment, and how uncapable they aret 
vern their inordinate Paſhions _ 
tons, that they ought always to! 
SubjeQion, we hall find them very ill 
lifled, if the Lord ſhould fend them al 
mons to an{wer this wiltal Violation 

Commands in another World, to PR 
ſuch ſort,as might obtain Mercy for (0 
and extreamly hainous anOffence : We 
brings me tO [hew the Mg: WK 


> 


vs . 


to Prepare for Etermty. © 
" n you are all under of ſetting inſtantly 
a t, + 
” focouſe you are the Children of the 
vt and of the Day, and ought not tg 
-p as do others, but tobe Watchfuland 
ber: For they that Sleep, Sleep in the 
ht, and they that be Drunken are 
nken in the Night. But you that are 
the Day mult be Sober, putting on the 
aſt-Plate of Faith and Love, and for an 
met, the Hope-of Salvation. And that 
owing the Time, that now # is high Time 
I awake ont of Sleep 5, for now is our S alua- 
WÞ:: ncarer than when we believed. The 
robt is far ſpent, the Day is at band; let 
therefore cat of the Works of Darknef, 
'd let us put on the Armour of Light. Let 
walk honeſtly as in the Day, not in Rio- 
g aga Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and 
antonneſs, not in Strife and Envying. But 
t ye on the Lord Joes Chriit, and make 
« Proviſton for the Flefh, to fulfil the Luſts 
pecrcof, Rom. 13. 11, 12, 13, 14. For'tis 
WF ſme for you, among whom the glori- 
us God coes ſhine forth in his Son, to live 
"2. reietly 2nd neghizently, and run into Ex- 
- 4 cells; 


tinue under the Pollutions of ſofing 
grievous Sins, till the juſt Vengeancy 


An Exchortation . -Y 4 


cels, like r meer Heathens and Infidels; 
have no knowledge of God or his h 
You ought immediately to awake : 
up your (elves out of this pernicious N 
fineſs, that the ſtupifying Nature of Sh 
infeted you with, and fave your. { 
ſoberly ad diſcreetly, asthoſe to w IN 
holy Will of God has been revealed. ..; 
take heed 19 your ſelves, according to. 
bletied Saviour s Admonition , Luke; 
34, 35, 36. les your Hearts be over-cha 
with Surfeiting aud Drunkenneſs, and G 
of this Life, and ſo that Day come upou 
nnawares, For as a Snare ſhall it com 
all them that dwell on the Face of the wy 
Earth. Watch ye therefore and Pray alngg 
that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcaſt 


theſe Thing s that ſhall come to paſs, and 


ſtaud befor the Son of Maz. : 


- And nga 


Heaven breaks through the Gates of \ 
Cy, and (cizes upon you, and tears yol 
pieces, and tNErE be none to deliver, 
uy 22, = vs 
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to Prepare for Eternity. 7 


Becauſe your inveterate Enemy the 
il is always ſeeking your Rum, and 
hes all Opportunities of taking Advan-_ 
s upon you, and makes It his whole 
neſs to lead you inſenſibly to Perdtion. 
therefore you had need be Sober and 
lant, that you may be able to Refſilt his 

ptations, and Triumph in his Over- 
w, which cannot be done without 
zperance, 1 Cor. 9. 25. And every May 
trives for the Maſtery is temperate inall 
797. And it Men will be temperate to 
in a corruptible Crown, will not you 
D, to vanquiſh the Devil, and obtain an 

@rcuptible one ? 

- Becauſe the End of all Things is at 
1, and the Time is uncertain. Ksgn 
FX eu Priv\@-TYUSs 6% 1ypy Bi@., Our 
5a vain Shadow and ſubitaneous Va- 
7. The Breath in our Noſtrils is but a 

Sparkle in the moving of our Hearts, 
cu may (tor ought we know) be ex- 
ulſhed the very next Minute. Oudrwic 

= _ 1 (210 Ts Iavuty An KAQE, For there 
po Medicine, tho? never fo forcible, is 

F 0 keep oll the fatal Stroke of Death. 

os OW There 
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EE An Exhortation 
There 15 no Man has Power over th 
Tit to retain jt, neither has he Powe 
Day of Death, and there is-no Dig 
in Fr War; but, his material Part 
return to the Earth, as:it was 5 and 
material Part to God who gave it, 

I 2. 8. Then ſhall the Duit returnto thei | 
as it was; and the Spirit ſhall rety 
God who gave it. There to receive; 
Has done well the loving and kind Fy 
ces of a merciful and indulgent Fa 
but if ill, the ſpeedy Sentence of a jul 


impartial Judge, condemning it to, JT” 


Torments. And therefore it: hi hl 


Doves you forthwith to examine how! 
are prepared for another Life 3 that y 


{uppoſition you have not as yet trig 
your Lamps with which you are to : 


the Bridegroom, you may do it befo 


Seaſon for-doing of it is paſt, Thel 
tempt and Negle@ of this moſt neca 
Examination has been the Ruin of 
Thouſands of Soals, and will be the 
ſtruction of many more, if not timelf 
vented by the continual and earneſt At 
DIt1G15 and Exhortations. of thoſe, i 


| 
| 


to Prepare for Eternity, bh 
Lord has made Rulers over his Houf- 
I. to give them their Porticn of Meat 
Jue Seaſon : And if they did but ſe- 
ly conſider the great Bleſſing that ac- 
zpanies their faithful Diligence 1n the 
xarge of this momentary Duty , and 
dreadful Curſe that attends the Neglec&t 

t, they would in no wiſe omit it : For 
rict has not ſaid in vain, Lyke 12. 43, 
45.46. Bleſſed is that Servant, whons his 

rd when he comes ſhall find ſo doing. Of a 

b, I ſay unto you, that be make him Ry- 
over all that he has. But and if that Ser- 
Wnt [ay in bis heart, My Lord delays bis 
Wrive; ard ſhall begin to beat the Men- 
ants, and Maidens,and io eat and drink, 
Wd to be drunken + The Lord of that Ser- 
ut will come in 4 day when we looks 219t for 

w, and at an hour when he 3s not aware, and 

F cat him in ſunder, and will appeint bi 

WW portion with the Onvelicuers, Where- 
We theſe Rulers ought to ufe their utmoſt 
deavours at all Times, and upon all Oc- 
ons, to remove thoſe Thirgs that are 

e common Hindrainces of this Examina- 
MN, and all other Things neceſſary to- 

; wards 


cording to the Will of their Heavenhle 


10 An Exbortation 
wards this making ready, which Þ 


now to mention 3 that by ſhewingli?/ 
t 


Vanity of them, I may prevent your 
deceived by them. 1 
The firſt . Hindrance 1s You | 
Strength 3 for young People flouriſh 
the Prime of their Age, flatter then 
with a vain Conceit of their great Str 
and Abilities, and deem it a Diſpry 
them to ſeem to mind Death, and} 
the Thoughts of it for old Ape, + 
Jooſe the Reins to their-corrupt Na 
and laying afide the Ute of their | 
or at leaſt groſly abuſing of it, they h 
the ſinful Diftates of their bruriſh{ 
and Deſires; vainly imagining thats 
1s nothing more agreeable to Youth; 
to be conformable to any Faſhionary 
thod of Life, tho' never ſo prophaneh 
wicked 3 yea, many of them are oi 
fooliſh Opinion, that their Youthfuly 
are anne, 6c paſſed away, if they 
not go through a remarkable courſe ol: 
picty 3 and in ſtead of ſpending 
time in a Vertuous and Godly mannet 


to Prepare for Eternity. mY 


& that gives it to them, they waſte it 
:n the Service of Hell, and gratify- 
their ſinful Fleſb, freely permitting 
forward Hearts to be ſeized by carnal 
ſures, with ſeeming Content, and' con- 
d Security, little confidering that there 
ong Poylon in theſe Things inceſlant- 
perating to the deſtruction of their 
s; and that all the gay and charming ' 
ſures of this earthly Globe, are but ſo 
- Devices of Hell todivert theni, whillt 
walk inthe ways of their ſinful Hearts, 
the ſight of their Eyes that delight in 
ity, that they may not think of God's 
ping dheſe Fhings mto Judgment, tilt 
evil Days come, and the Years draw 
, when they ſhall be forced to fay in 
rmeſs and Anguiſh of Spirit, that theſe 
aentary Plealures were the Forerun- 
of eternal Miſeries, Eccleſ, 12. 1, 
be ſecond Hinderance is an inordinate 
Ing after the Things of this World; 
many Mens Minds are imployed in fo 
and eager a Purſuit of them, that the 
8s of Eternity are ſeldom the Subject 
wacir Meditations ; they fooliſhly think 
E indeed: 
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indeed that nothing is more gloriousgh 
their unprofitable Knowledge and y 
Wiſdom to make themſelves Maſh 
larger Eſtates than othersz but let 
hear what the Scciprare ſays, I Tim 
They that will be rich. fall. into ten 
and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh an 
ful Iuſts, which drown men in Ln 
perdition. For the love of money is 1 
of all evil, which while ſome coveted) 
they have erred from the faith, and jj 
thembios: thorow with many ſorrows. 
ſtrange to conſider how Men thatlhi 
der the Light of the Goſpel can beſq] 
with thoſe Things, that even the gif 
of the Heathen Greeks deſpiſed, andl 
- numerating the pernicious Effects of 0 
endeavour'd to bring them under Con 
3monglt the more ignorant alſo, as ap 


from theſe Words of Phocylider, 


'H PIA028100udy wir]ng x.440]1TO- anda. 
Xevans an JG bon X azeyveT d&yJewrom 
Neva? X4hav dpXxnyt, Brophoge, Teva 1anv 
Ei9z os. wn IvnTofor JeV*0% THY ToJeryoye 
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ich may be Engliſhed- in ſhort thus An 
\oderate Love to, and over earneſt En- 
yours after Riches lead Men into a 
altitude of grievous Crimes, and horri- 
» Offences, ſuch as unnatural Contentt- 
s, and cruel Wars, and unhappy Diſcord 
zong Brethren. And therefore they that 
ſo intent upon getting Riches would do 
l]to have ſome Reſpet to that prudent 
tition, that Agwur made to God, Prov. 30. 
g, Give me neither poverty nor riches, feed 
with food convenient ſor me - (pn aQn7 
x Bread of my Allowance ) /eft [1 be full, 
1d deny thee, ( NUNN) and be-lye Thee!) 
d ſay, Who is the Lord ?. or leſt I be poor, 
ed ſieal, and take the name of my God in 
ſvr. For a great Mind anda ſmall Eſtate 
ge Evils, which are very rarely reconciled 
op 2 moral, much leſs Chttfan Honeſty. 
Od if a Man abound never ſo much in Rt- 
ies, they will avail not in the Day of 
Vrath to deliver his Soul from the Power 
the Deſtroyer, Prov. 11.4. 'Tis only 
Wighteouſneſs will in that Day ſtand him 
AFP 20y ſtead. The Things of this world 
W'< lofar defireable as they are necefl3ry to 
he enable 
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enable us to attain Heaven nereattew 
is the only Ule of them : And theref 
People have enough of them to dy 
they ought to be content, and ngjy 
their Mtads with an over earneſt Deſi 
ter more, and forget the Things .of B 
ty. Indeed if Men had an everlaſting 
bitation here, *twould not ſo much; 
Man's Admiration, to ſee them ſo at 
ous of the Riches and Greatneſs g 
World ; but. methinks when they. fe 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of this Lifeg 
that there is no continuing here, 4 
ſhould ſpend at leaſt ſo much Time (4 
I think they ought to ſpend much mop 
laying up pure and laſting Treaſureinl 
ven, as they .do that which 1s impurg 
ſubje& to Corruption here upon K 
for that wilfafford them everlaſting H 
neſs, when this ſhall be annihilated, v 
it {hall be no more, ' And -will not þ 
Mens Care and Induſtry in an exc 
ſeeking aiter terreſtrial Things be a fl 


Conviction of them before the Tribualif 
Chrift?2 What anſwercanthey make; © 


the Lord fhall lay. unto them,- you 
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to Prepate for Eternity. 1g 4 
-ofce and conſider the Necefſlities of your 

dies, and make Proviſion for them even 
Exceſs? You were morecurious and ex- 
and ſpent more time than was needfu], 
taking an Account of your Eſtates, and 
mining your temporal Condition 3 and 
y were you ſo ſhamefully negligent in 
mining and trying the State of your im- 
al Souls? were they alone unworthy a 
e looking after > You knew that they 
| be either happy or miſerable for e- 
, and why then did you not endeavour 
nake them happy ? You had Time and 
ns allowed you, the one you waſted, 
other you deſpiſed. You were told in 
ſacred Scripture, that you were the 
pple of God, and the Members of Chriſt, 
that his Spirit dwelled in you, and that 
would deſtroy all thoſe that defiled his 
y Temple, I Cor. 3. 16, 17. and yet you 

We lo obſtinate, that you would not har- 
tO it, but followed your evil Inclinati- 
Wand defiled it 3 fo thatl muſt, in Poine 
WW ruth and Juſtice, deſtroy you. Lec 
admoniſh the careleſs and inconſiderate 
J of this impious Age, that upon ſee- 


ing, 


I 


RS. * 'y - 
av: . 


ing, or hearing of the dreadful Dea 


what a terrible Thing it muſt be to dy 


Hours return to their earthly Implayy 


and lives uato Righteouſgels, whenl 


16 An Exbortation 


notorious and impenitent Sinners, q 
the preſent to be a little concerned, ay 
clare by their Expreſſions and |< f 


penitently and unprepared ; and yet j 


and carnal Delights, and ſcarce evex} 
of it in a ſerious and prudent man 
more, rill cheir own Change comes, þ 
there are many wanole very Years dg 
that the Day of their Death draws 
and altho? 1t's likely to prove an ef 
to them, yet they put it far away ; 
that will come upon them, as an By 
that ſerious premeditation. would ng 
Friend: Fortis impoſſible but that 
that often thinks ſeriouſly of Death a 
Worid tocome, muſt forſake Sin, a 
low after Righteouſneſs when he x 
ſees that there is no dying the Deatl j 
Righteous, unleſs he lives the Life g 
allo: And ſurely Death can be nef 
to him, that dies daily and- hourly 


Pallage 1 tg eternal. Bliſs. But to ſuch y 
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ren*th is impaired through Age, and ye 
ve as ſtrong Afﬀe&ions to Sin, as in their 
»uthful Days, and live as careleſly, and 
eas forgetful of the other World, as when 
re was much more probability of their 
iding longer here, than now there 1s, [ 
y ſay, unleſs they ſpeedily reform, what 
xrilt ſaid, tho? in a much different Senſe, 
Peter, Joh. 21. 18. that they ſhall ere 
ng ſtretch forth their Hands, and ano- 
r (hall gird them, and carry them 
jither they would not, into eternal 


The third Hinderance is the ſceming 


pleaſed to 
der the great End, for which all their 
e1s beſtowed upon them, which is for 

letting forth of God's Glory, and the 
curement of their own immortal Hap- 
ls, they would find Buſineſs enough ta 

ploy every Minute of it; for the makin 44 
r Calling and EleCtion, according to 
G 2 he 


e124 Aget 


fer, that continually waſte two or th; 
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the Apoltle's Command, 2 Pet. 1. 16, fy 
is not ſo eaſy a Work, as ſome may be; 
to imagine 3 it requires both Time and| 
ligence z and if they waſte their prg 
Time, and omit it, they. know not w 
ther they may have Time enough to 
for the doing of it. I wiſh thoſe indiſq 
Perſons, that trifle away whole Days - 
Weeks, nay, I think I may ſay the gre 

Part of their Time, in finful Recreaty - 
would take this into ſerious Confideray 

and inſtead of warking,out their Dany : 
on:with fooliſh Mirth, and vain Deligy 
work out their Salvation with Fear1 - 
Trembling. . And let thoſe Slaves of [ 


69 
© 


ll 


Hours of. the Day, in decking their. |; 
Bodies, which ſome of the vileſt, 
Creatures will: ere long feed upon, y* 


| 


the Garments of Exceſs and Van 


think whether they would not tum! 
a better Account, if. they were ſpent? 
waſhing oft the defilings of Sin and Inj * 
ty, and adorning their precious and! ' 
ir.0: tal Souls, with thoſe comely Ornaml 
ot Vertue and Goodneſs, which might! 


to Prepare for Eternity. i'9 


der them acceptable in the Sight of God, 

and fit them for the Fruition of the Pre- 

ſence of their glorified Redeemer. Tis a 
| - ad Caſe People ſhould be 1o very profuſe 
| and waſtfal of their Time 3 methinks 
| they might eaſily find Uſes for it. Have 
| phe no Sins to ask Pardon for ? Are there 
+ mo Graces that they ſtand in need of? Yes 
| truly, this very wafting of their Time is 
| 4n it (elf a very grievous Sin, were..it nat 
i accompanied, as moftcommonly.it is, with 
L Tuany other Sins 3 ſuch as Drunkenneſs, A- 
k "Qultery, Swearing, raiſing of Strife and 
1 "Contention, and the like. For the de- 
i pþraved Minds of Men havinganatural Pro- 
th * 
It 


enſity to Wickedneſs, are impetuouſly.car- 
ied to the Perpetration of it, by the In- 
(>, Fitement, and under the DireQion of that 
«Friend of the Devil, Idlenefs. And certain- 
al FF, altho? Men ſet fo little by Time now, 
mWat they care not how vainly and wicked- 
nt they paſs it away yet when they are 
ay Wnder the Aponies of Death, and ſee what 
nd 2 lamentable Account they ſhall render of 0 
yu Weir Stewardſhips, and how far ſhort it 
ma!!! fall in all Reſpes of what it ought, 


G < eſpecially 


feel the Wrath of that God inDeath,w 
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An Exbortation | 
eſpectuiy this of their Time, and begin; 


4 0 
Mercies in Life they deſpiſed, and aw}? 
muſt ſuffer"the Fate of the unprofitable 1! 
vant, and be caſt into outer Darknefs, whg ? 
ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Tee C 
Mat. 25. 30. they would give hundreds 
Kingdoms, were. they in their Poſleflig ®' 
for the Redemption of that Time, that © 
Health they made ſo little Account of. þ Jr 
alas, it is not redeemable! For God ally Y 
us time ſufficient to do that Buſineſs, tþ 4 
He has here.ſet us, in, and if we paſs ith 
away, and not imploy it to that Purpd 
there is no recoyering of that, nor fin «4 
for any more. And therefore "twill bet. 
moſt prudent Courſe that we can take;| / 
lament what we have already loſt, and 
ware we loſe no more 3 but exerciſe 
Reaſon in conſidering the great Ditferer 
there i betwixt Time and Eternity, 4 
judging whether the Pl-aſures of Sink 
three or fourſcore Years, if we were (8 
as certainly we are not, that we could 
joy them ſo long, are worth purchali 
when the dear Fine, which is our $0 
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muſt be paid into everlaſting Flames. And 
here give me leave to propoſe a few Que- 


fature ſtate, how the Caſe ſtands betwixt 
God and you? How many Hours a' ye ab- 
ſtra&t from your Sleep, from your Vanities 
and Sins, to be employed 'upon this Ac- 
count? Scarce any, I doubt ; you ſtrongly 
jmagine, but never throughly examine the 
Validity of your Title to Chriſt and his Pro. 
miſes: Can you confidently fay, if yotr 
Conſciences ſhould demand whereupon 
your Claim to Heaven is grounded, in an 
entire Obedience to Chriſt and his Com- 
mands, without being immediately contra- 
-Bited by your Praftices? If you can, you 
dre in a good Condition, if not, you are in 
= ill Caſe. For Chriſt will not be a 


Precepts, Heb. 5. 9. I wonder why People 
Would be fo loth to try how 'tis with them 
reference to Eternity : What, are they 
raid to make a Search into their Hearts, 
&(t by beholding the yaſt Multitude of Sins 
har are lodged there, they ſhould loſe 
(cir Peace and carnal Eaſe? To what Pur- 

| 4 on 


"Gions to you : Do you ever think of your 


aviour unto you, unleſs you obey his holy 
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poſe will it be for them imprudent] TH 
withſtand the Means of their Converhgh 
and Amendment, unleſs they. could clog 2p 


ing derided by ill-diſpoſed Perſons, th 


Damnation without making uſe of them N 


vy oþ of 


The fourth Hinderawes! is the Fear of 


make it their Buſineſs G ridicule thoſe th 
are more pious than themſelves, and loj 
the Characters of Men of Wiſdom andlþ 
derſtanding, and being marked out forh 
ſtances of Fooliſhneſs. But what docx 
bleſſed Saviour tell us will be the ſad Gy 
ſequence of this diſgraceful Fear ? Nothy | 
lefs than the utter Rejeftion of the Per 
that ſuffers himſelf to be poſſeſſed withi 
Mark 8. 38. Whoſoever therefor ſhall by 


S. yp -, = GG. as > 9 Ee 


ſhamed f me, and of my words, in this ah 
ferous and (1, oful generation, of him alſo h 
the Sor: of Man be aſhamed, when he coma, l 
the Glory of his Father, with the holy i ; 
Wherefore asever youexped to receive, 

vour from Chriſt in the Time of great a 


Need, ſtick cloſe (notwithſtanding ” lt ; 
Deriſion of wicked and ungodly We 
ns Cc Angs, and then e# Wl not, 1 


| | 
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{wiſe you will, fail of it. And why any one 
ould be ſo unwilling to loſe the Fame of 
he unprofitable Wiſdom of this World for 
*Righteouſneſs ſake, I cannot imagine, it 
| has kept many Men out of Heaven, but 'tis 
\certain it never did,-or ever will carry any 
=thither, 1 Cor. 1.26. For ye ſee your Call- 
ng, Brethren, how that not many wiſe Mer 

fter the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many 
"of are called. Truly to be wile and 
cunning only in Things not appertaining_ 
to Salvation, however it is eſteemed by the 
yain and inconfiderate Multitude, is the 


| 
E ® 


greateſt Folly and Madneſs any one can be 
| guilty of, There are none can be ſaid tra 
[-Þe truly wiſe, but they that abound in Spi- 
y gitual Knowledge, and lay up for them 
Give a good Foundation againſt the Time 


) 


| to come, that they may lay hold on eter- 
7 Bal Life. | 7 


| | The fifthand laſt Hinderance thar I (hall 
y @ention is the Hope that they (ball eſcape 
f & well as others, and fo keep on in their 
) ungodly Courſes; and if any Doubts ariſe 
; poncerning their future Delng,they will not 
+ wn "2 diſturb 


the Reſolution of them now, but leavethH 
to the Judgment Day, when the OminigY 


to be feared, to their endleſs Sorrow. fi 


more Happineſs inth 
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diſturb themſelves with endeavouring aſh 


tent will foon reſolve them; but 'tis my 


the living careleſly and. wickedly, becyy 

*twas faſhionary, and moſ People live l | 
will be ſo far from abating our Guilt, th 
"twill much augment it; becauſe inftea(j 

diſcouraging evil Men, by a ſtrict ablly W 
ing from, and ſevere reproving of Wy W* 
edneſs, we have greatly encouraged th F * 
by joyning with them in the continual h F* 
Ctice of -it. Tis not the Numbers, or F” 
Perſons of wicked Men can leſſen their Þ 
niſhment; for with God there tis no reſp! * 

of either : But Mens Righteouſneſs is 
Meaſure of their Bleſſings, and their Wi? 
edneſs the Mzaſure of their Puniſhmi g 
And what a ſtrong Preſervative- ag 
Sin, and Encouragement to Godlif 

ſhould this be, when the meaneſt Pel 
upon Earth, if he be more godly than't & 1 
greateſt King, thall be greater, and & 
C Kingdom of Heat - 7 


f 
/ 


than he ſhall 2 
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| But *cis a moſt intolerable piece of Fol- 
for any one to content himfelt that he 
es 3s the greater part of Mankind do, 
4 ſo he would find, if he did but take the 
ins, or I think, I may rather ſay the Plea- 
re, to read the Scriptures, or give diligent 
ed to others when they read them: For 
r Saviour plainly tells him that the great. 
T part of Mankind are 1n the way to De- 
uction, Mat. 7. 13. where ſpeaking by 
ay of Exhortation, He ſays, Enter pe. it: 
$ the ſtrait gate, for wide.is the gate; and 
C.. is the way that leads to deſtru@Gion, and 
ny there be which go in thereat : becauſe 
Fr ait is the gate, and narrow is the way which 
ds wnto life, and few there be that find it. 
nd now. judge whether it will not bebet- 
@r for you to forſake Sin, and ſtrike in 
With the ſmall number of the Godly, (TI 

eak comparatively) and with them a- 
nd into Heaven; than for the fake of 
Fatiilying your ſintul Luſts, to continue a+ 
Rong ſt the zreat Number of the Wicked, 
Þd with them deſcend into Hell. - Anq 
Fence you may partly ſee what will be the 
W?ry Eitcct of this making ready, andlike- 
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quence of the neglect of it; but for y 


ſemeplicity, and godly ſincerity, not with 


wiſe what will be the dreadful Ca 


better Information and SatisfaQtion- If 
ſpeak more fully of it. | "% 
If you are guarded withthisdefenfivg, 
mour,you ſhall be ſecure from all Evil; |; 
King of Terrors with his auſtere Look 
not affright you ; but when he has {6 > 
Mark upon you,and your Difſolurion| j 
nigh, you ſhall enjoy that Peace and T; 
quillity that ſhall flow in upon your he 
from your ſacred Care & fincere Dili ion! 
the continual and faithful Perfortan 
jour Daties,and may ſay with Chearfuly' 
2s St. Pauldid; 2 Cor.1.12. 'Qur rejoyci'C 
this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, thil 


wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we bevel 
our converſation in the world. Death! 
not be unwelcome to you, when youl 
hear your bleſſed Saviour's Voice ſd 
founding in your Ears, and ſaying, Fel 
not, it comes t ye for your Good, toil « 
te you out of this troubleſome Valey 
the ſacred Hill of perfe& and everlaſh,f 
Peace, An if your Souls ſeem a little of 
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Prepare ror Ffernity $f 
4 d put off their Clothings of Mortality,you 


| ay. joy fully ſpeak thus unto them ; Why 
T< you ſo unwilling to go forth of theſe 
Sinous Houſes of Corruption to the moſt 
Glendcnt Pallace of eternal Beatitude ? 
WW hat, are you ſorry that you muſt be ſe- 
rated from your Bodies, and leave them 
We hind you ? You ſhall be united to them 

pain, and they endued with far more no- 
[Blc and glorious Qualities, for now they 
[ge mortal, but then they (hall be immor- 
>), 1 Cor. 15: 53. For this corruptible muſt 
vt 07 incorruption, and this mortal muſt put 
| &: immortality. - (Oh the infinite Power of 
God ! that can in a Moment pather toge- 
LWcr thenumerous Particles of a Man's Body 
Egumbled into Duſt, or intermixed wth 
ze Subſtance of Worms, Fiſhes, or as it 


: 
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wy 
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5 @metimes happens, of other Men, and ſo 
attly reunte them, that he ſhall ſee Him 
&Þ Heavenin the ſame numerical Fleſh that 
6 IF ſerved him in here on Earth, Job 19.2 6. 
ti $d tho after my shin, worms deſtroy this 
yu 9p4y, get in my fleſh ſhall l ſee God. *'Tis in- 
#,Gecd above the Strength of our Tmaginati- 
eto conceive how this may be dene ; bur: 
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*is not above the Strength of our Fahy y 
believe that it both can and will bedyy ,, 
For why ſhould not God, who 1s 1 
potent, do this, as well as create all Thi 
out of Nothing, which is equally as by 7 
culous ? ) But perhaps you think ity } 
be long before this happy Time | &þ 
come , certainly, 'twill not; but y 
if it was? Your Bodies would not be fg 
ble of itz neither would your Souls 
fatisfied through their Abſence ; for * 
cominual Enjoyment of Chriſt will filly I 
with infinite Content and Delight. f 
Behold the glorious Convoy of Ang *, 
which you are aſſured, Lake 16. 22 * 
ceive the godiy Perſon's Soul, as ſoong 
jeaves the Body, ready to attend your: 
parting Souls 1n their joytul Paſſagetot*? R 
bleſſed Saviour, who will receive th | 
with ſuch gracious Expreffions as thd ; 
Well done my good and faithful Serva 
you have obeyed my Commands, you h ; 
watched atid been Sober unto Prayer, 
deſpiſed the Reproaches of the viciousd 
debauched World for my Name's fake, (i 
ter ye into the joy of your Lord, Map,25% 
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to Prepare for Eternity. 29 


-our Unwillingneſs to die will foon be 
mat into a Delire to depart, and to be 
{with Chriſt, which is far better than to 
iag'Þ if you negle& this making ready; 
'when you are arreſted by a mortal Diſeaſe, 
2and that doleful Hour, in which your Souls 
{ſhall be ſeparated from your Bodies, is 
come, your Conſciences that have been 
kept ſo long aſleep by carnal Pleaſures, the 
Devil's Opiates, (hall be throughly awake- 
ned, and the Sins of your whole Lives, to- 
jgether with yourenſuing Miſery the dread- 

ful product of them, clearly repreſented 
; unto you. And what will you now do for 

Comfort and Affiſtance in this ſad Condi- 
ion? From Chriſt you can expe& none, 
or He'll ſhew no Favour in Sickneſs and 
k Adverſity to thole that deſpiſe and difobey 
| Fliw, as you did, in Health and Proſperie 
#y. And therefore you mult ſtruggle with 
g-cath alone, 'till it has forced your trem- 
Pling Souls out of your Bodies, unable to 
| make good their Defence againſt ſo ſtrong 
" $8 Allailant any longer, and given thoſe 
$teadful Fiends, that are come to fetch 
rs them 


JO An Exhortation 


them into Hell, an Opportunity of |; 
hold on them and hurrying of re 
Surely, tho Men are ſo apt to folloy 
malicious Enemies Inftracions, an 
ſtrongly inclined to walk in his pernig- 
Ways, that they will not, through the 

earneſt Perfwall 10ns, be brought to thi 
their dangerous Condition : 3 yet th 
wiſh, with  unexpreſiible Griet and} 
row,. tho? 'tis to be doubted to little! 

poſe, that they had, when they are wu 
noſe woful Pains and Terrours, thaf 
to afflict and aſtoniſh the deparcingW 
defiled with Sin, and at Enmity with$ 
ven, and hopeleſs of Salvation. Let 
Thoughts of this ſtir us up ribwich 
make a narrow Inſpection into our ( 
{ciences, where we may ſadly behold al 
Ocean of Sins, which will not only t 
ty us, when we are pouring out ou 
Breath 3 but alſo appear apain(t us, 1 F 
purged "off by fincere Penitence, onffs 
great Day of Accounts: For tho'Þ 
Thoughts, Words, and AQtons ate 4 j 
fient here, and eaſily (lip out « fi HS 
Memories 3 yet they are permanent 
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to Prepare for Fternty. 31 

will not ſlip out of Chriſt's Re- 
ſier Kart will be Gt in order before'us 
ps we vainly thought never tc 
© hear of them any more, when we ſhall be 
b | brought to Chriſt's Bar, where we muſt re 
| ceive according to what we have done ir: 
{ the Fleſh, whiter Good or Bad, 2 Cor. 
| 5. 10. And what a dreadful Time wil: 
this be to thoſe wicked Perſons, that have 
E poured out whole Millions of vain Oath- 
| and groſs Lies in their impertinent Dil- 
# courſes, and ſought Opportunities of run- 
® ning to Exceſs? What will they do now 
® God riſes up, and now he vifits, what wil: 
| they anſwer him? What Excuſe will 
{they have? From Conſcience they caj: 
- 5k none; for that will Condemn them. 
and' force them to ſay with a ſorrowfu} 
| Voice; We have been the cruel Authors 
y of our own Deſtruction, by failing in' the 
 Jquacal calm Sea of finful Pleaſures, *tii! 
$ ve have moſt unhappily made Ship- -Wrac!: 
2 of our Souls. We were told in the holy 
T ! Goſpel, that thoſe that are careful that the; 
_ may not Tranſgreſs, either in Word, c: 
b Deed, and alligently follow after Rights . 
-| H ouſnet-. 
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22 An Exhortation 
ouſneſs, are ſcarcely. Saved, 1 Pet. , Fs. 
And yet forall this we were ſo i imprdy | ; 
as to continue 1n many yreat and will 
Sins, and vainly Hope, "thi. ugh the. fi 7 
Suggeſtions of -the Devil, and our hf 
Hearts, that God's Mercies were ſo grey 
that notwithſtanding theſe Offences. whit. 
we fooliſhly looked upon but as comm | 
Failings, and eaſily pardonable, He way 
undoubtedly Save us: But now we 
(when alas tis too late!)whither this groy 
leſs Hope has brought us, to be turned wh. 
the Wicked into- Hell, there to be org” 
ver miſerable, Pſal. 9.17. 

But theſe Things you hope to cle x 
then let your Lives be anſwerable to a, 
Hope, and exerciſe your Reaſon-in oh 
ing God's Commands, and ſubdue and 8 
Y<r9 your Appetites, Luſts and Poli 
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ana (p xnd ſome Time every Day in labont . 


ing thee the eternal Safety of your Sal 

21:d not fall into vicious Aﬀtions,, the Snag: 
of the-Devil z but live watchfully, ſobeq”- 
aid peaceably with all "wg : and 


ceavour both your own. Good and tha 
{£3 tar, as to ſtir them up to look in i 3 
aft, 
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*} .Fer their everlaſting Salvation, by ofter: 
q br or oi of v5, of the Vanity of Sin, 
Z ind the grievous Puniſhment that will be 
® :flited upon the Sinner : And whenſoe- 
*+-yer you obſerve them negligent in the Ser- 
-. vice of God and the Care. of their Souls, 
”" ack them theſe ſubſequent Queſtions with 
> \ Farneftneſs: Why are you fo remiſs and 
'- careleſs in thoſe Things upon which your 
" eternal Happineſs depends? Will not the 
ineffable and everlaſting Joys of Heaven be 

- a ſufficient Reward for the greateſt Zea! 
7. arid Diligence in godly Exerciſes for that 
- © Jittle Wine you have to be here? And arc 
\ the endleſs Torments of Hell, that your 
' ſhamcful Negligence leads too, light Thing: 
” in yourEyes? Are not your Souls immor- 
# tal, and muſt they not live in a State ot 
'* Bliſs, or Miſery for ever? ſurely they muſt. 
\ And then, will not your Care and Dilt- 
z” gence towards the getting of them into a 
5 State of Happineſs,be well beſtowed? How 
4 can you be ſo groſly fooliſh as to ſuffer the 
- vain Delights and empty Pleafures of this 
-, corruptible World to keep the Thought: 
 9f Death ont of your Minds, and hinder 
H 2 _ you; 
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Coming ? You have continual Warnyf - 
from the Death of others, and the my 4 
Diſeaſes and Caſualties you are liable 5 
and, which is more to be regarded 
Command of Chriſt, Mar. 24. 44. - 

ye therefore ready 3 for in ſuch an hour 
you think not, the Son of Man comes. Wii. 
are .you fo unwilling to do that which 
for your Infinite Felicity? If you \ 
not do it out of Love and Obedien 
to Chriſt, and for the ſake of your # 
ſtimable Souls, which are infinitely mj 
excellent than your Bodies, aboutys 
you imploy your Time and - great 
Strength; yet let it be done for tl 'Y 
Bodies ſakes, that you have ſo much & ty 
ſpe& and Care for : For if you deſty "b 
your Souls by fulfilling the nordin .. 
Luſts and Deſires of your Bodies, 
time 1s but ſhort before they'll par! ; 14 
of the ſame Miſery with your Souf 
John 5. 28, 29, Marvel not at this ; ji 
the Hour is coming , in the which all th th 
are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, al 


ſhall come forth, they: that have done got 3 | 
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Y; to Prepar C for Eternity. 2J 
[x unto the reſurreFion of life, and they that 
3bhave done evil, unto the reſurre@ion of aam- 
# ration 3 Grievous indeed was the part- 
# ing of the ungodly Perſon's Soul and Bo- 
{;dy; but their Meeting again will be far 
i; more grievous. Oh! How will they be 
> overwhelmed with Sorrow, when they 
meet, who have conſpired/ in the Com- 
> miſſion of ſo much Wickedneſs? How 
'® averſe will the miſerable Soul be to re- 
F turn into that Body, with whom, as it 
\ : heretofore participated of the temporal 
> Pleaſures of Sin, it muſt now participate 
dof the eternal Pains of Hell? And now 
"will not you uſe your utmoſt Endeavours, 
- whilſt Opportunity and the Day of Grace 
1 remain, to avoid this woful and ever- 
Zilaſting Miſery > For ſhame, ſtir up your 
drowſy Senſes, and caſt off all Aﬀecti- 
Sons to Sin, and walk circumſpeRtly, as 

& before that Omnivident God, who ſees 
© and obſerves all your Ways, and pon- 
ders your goings, and takes great De- 
; "ght in your Piety and Holineſs, but is 
£,0t purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity 

hn the leaſt Approbation, And when- 
og ſoeyer 
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Ty An Exhortation 74 
ſoever you are in Danger, through th | 
Strength of your Luſts, or the cart 
 Perſwaſions of Wicked Perſons,to ings 
io. any ſinful AAion, uſe that reſtrigh 
Saying, Ger. 39. 9. How can 1 dot 
great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt Gag { 
And apply that Remedy, . which the lez 
ed Pythagoras preſcribes againſt raſh 
inconſiderate Afions, eſpecially choſe & > 
are likely to prove ſinful, 
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which is a ſudden Refle&ion on that wh | j 
all Men are ſubje& to, Death; and if L 
- will not do, think of what follows, Jug 


ment ; and not yield to every lig br Tem | 
tation, and carelefly and wilfully, com | 
Sins, leſt God ſhould not give you Ty | 
to ask Pardon. for ſuch wilful Offen y:0 
but in his juſt. Anger cut, you off inf 5 
very Fa&, as He did Zimri and Cobil þ 
the Hand of his Servant Phinehas, Nun 3 
25. 7,8. And do you not, for your fy D 
ther Admonition, frequently ſee or by 
of many that periſh under  Incmperayey 
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to Prepare for Eternty. 27 
| Oh that you would learn from the AF 
| flitions and Miſeries of other Sinners to 
+ beware, and eſcape falling into them 
: your (elves. Put not off A 'Bufineſs .of 
* ſuch great and eternal Conſequence any 
| Jongerz you know not how far you 
| may injure your ſelves by it 5 your Hearts 
may be harden'd through the Deceitful- 
- neſs of Sin, and God may withdraw his af- 
; fiſting Grace from-you, and then you will 
" Not {be able todo itz but be left in that 
| deplorable Condition that Jer»ſalev was 
- in, when our Saviour beheld it,and wept o- 
' ver it, Saying, if thou hadit known, even 
' thou, at leaft in this thy day, the things 
; which belong to thy Peace ! but now are they 
* hid from thine Eyes, Luke 19.42: Why 
does Chriſt tell us that the Time of his 
Coming is uncertain, and why do the 
holy Apoſtles ſo often repeat it unto us, 
'$but that we might by our contmual 
+ Watchfulneſs, Sobriety and Prayer, always 
Bbe ready to receive Him, whenſoever He 


+ comes, whether at Evening, or at Midnight, 
[50r 1n the Morning ? 
| H 4 There- 
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* An Exhortation 
Therefore ſeeing we know that the Day! | 
of. the Lord will come, as a Thief in the. | 
Night in. which the Heavens ſball paſs 
away 4n a,,great Noiſe, and the Elemeny 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat, and the Y 
Earth alſo and the Works that 
therein ſhall be burnt up; let. us fo a 
one Day, that if theſe Things ſhould con : 
to paſs the next, we may be found « 
Him in Peace, without Spot, and blamg "lh 


leſs; and fo be admitted into the ne 


Heavens wherein dwells Righteouſndd = 


Which we moſt humbly beſeech Tha  W6 
O moſt merciful Father, to grant to gf {; 


all, through the Merits of thy belovel T7 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord a £ Jon 
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\ Prayer to be uſed by thoſe that 
Viſit any one that is dangeronſ- 
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\ IN Oſt gratiows and ever merciful God, 
who art infinite in Power, and cant 
in a Moment remove the greateſt AfiGions, 
'we approach thy glorious Preſence, being con- 
| ſeious of our own Onworthineſs to ſpeak un- 
to ſo tranſcendent a Majeſty for a Relief of 
| our own, much leſs of others Neceſſities, ac- 
| cording to thy divine Ordinance, in the 

| Name and Merit of our glorified Redeemer, 
earneſtly intreating Thee to extend thy re- 
 lieving Mercy to this thy Servant that is op- 
| preſſed with Sickneſs :- Touch him ( or her) 
O Lord, with thy all-healing Hand, and re- 
ſtore him to a healthful State again: Em 
able him to ſearch the moſt ſecret Receſſes of 
bis Heart, and to find out what it is that has 
| provoked thy juſt Anger and Diſpleaſure a- 
. gainſs 


A Craver "% | 
gainſt him: Bring to his Remembrance 
> ormer Violations of thy divine Precepti 

e bins underſtand the Errour of bis V 9 
: ns ſee the Canfe of his Miſery, and to wha 
and by what Means. he is to ſeek, for Hy 


1 
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And if it be thy' good Pleaſure to 'add toi 
Days, and grant him a longer Eomtinu 
among ft 1 in this tranſitory World, 
| bims not to grow careleſs and forgetfl, 
thine extraordinary. Kindneſs and ſpa 
Mercy towards him; but give him Orlif 
#0 ſpend the remaining Part of bis Time, 
one that has felt the great Goodne)s of if if 
| Lord, in ſetting forth of thy Glory, and. 
' neſtly endeavouring to procure his own a. 
others immortal Happineſs, But if thou bi 
in thy godly Wiſdom by this Sickneſs det 
mined to put a Period to bis Life; 
ſtrengthen hint with thy Divine Aſſaftul 
in this his bitter C onflic with his laſt 
nemy, that he may not through any B 
rors of Death fall from a firm Confidd 
in thee. Fill his Imagination with | 
Thoughts of thy Mercy, and as his Strenf 
hes. let his F aith increaſe, and as his I 
Jonbien araws nigh, tet aim enjoy that ut 
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| for the Sick. -. 
dreſſible Peace that flows in upon a Heart 
uly reconciled to God in Chriit Jeſus 5 and 
phen the Time in which thou haſ# appoint- 
d to call his Soul out of thigtarthly Taber- 
xacle is come, ſend a glorious Company of 
Miniſtring. Spirits. to carry her with Joy 
d Triumph to her bleſſed Saviour z int 
phoſe moſt ſacred Words we commend this 
ick Perſon, together with our ſelves, unto 
hine Infinite Mercy, ſaying, Our Father, 
NC. 
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